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THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 


FOREWORD 

■  The  page  opposite  this  records  several  changes  in  our  official 
family,  all  among  the  appointees.  After  many  years  of  faithful 
service,  Mrs.  Karcher  retires  as  Chairman  of  the  Exhibition  Com¬ 
mittee  and  is  followed  by  Mrs.  Ricker  to  whom  you  should  write 
from  now  on,  but  before  writing  to  Mrs.  Ricker,  do  write  a  letter 
of  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Karcher.  There  are  changes  also  in  the 
series  of  Regional  Vice  Presidents  and  more  will  follow  in  order 
that  those  who  have  served  may  have  a  chance  to  enjoy  their  own 
gardens  without  the  thought  of  other  duties  and  in  order  to  renew 
the  activities  of  the  Society  by  ‘new  Blood.’  If  you  live  in  a 
region  with  a  new  Vice  President,  send  them  your  word  of 
greeting. 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  date  and  program  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  Cincinnati  have  not  been  settled.  You  will  receive  a 
notice  by  mail  in  ample  time,  but  remember  that  the  end  of  May 
and  the  early  part  of  June  are  reserved.  Plan  to  come  to  the 
meeting  to  contribute  something  to  the  discussions.  Do  not  leave 
all  the  planning  to  the  Committee  or  the  Officers. 

With  Spring  coming  on  if  not  already  here,  make  a  resolve  to 
gather  some  notes  for  the  Bulletin.  Bulletins  do  not  write 
themselves.  Read  carefully  all  Mrs.  Lewis  has  to  say  about  pic¬ 
tures,  but  do  not  be  so  converted  that  you  do  not  take  any  black 
and  white  pictures  for  the  Bulletin.  Be  sure  to  make  some  notes 
about  combinations  of  iris  and  other  plants  in  the  border.  And  as 
a  final  dare,  make  some  iris  arrangements,  have  them  photo¬ 
graphed  in  black  and  white  and  send  them  in  with  notes.  The 
average  iris  arrangement  as  observed  is  hideous.  Iris  themselves 
are  not.  What  is  the  trouble.  Remember,  this  is  a  dare ! 


B.  Y.  Morrison,  Secretary. 


G.  L.  Pilkington,  Esq.,  President  of  The  Iris  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  magnificent  Mohr-Mitchell 
iris  Purissima  taken  in  his  garden  at  Lower  Lee , 
Woolton,  Liverpool,  England.  ( Courtesy  of  Carl 
Salhach.) 


SOME  OBSERVATIONS  IN  ENGLISH  IRIS  GARDENS 


E.  O.  Essig 
Berkeley ,  California 

■  Although  our  trip  to  England  was  primarily  for  technical 
studies,  we  had  many  opportunities  to  see  fine  irises  there. 

The  Tuesday  after  our  arrival  at  Liverpool  on  June  13,  1936, 
we  were  entertained  at  “Lower  Lee/?  Wool  ton,  the  home  of  G.  L. 
Pilkington,  past  president,  and  then  secretary  of  The  Iris  So¬ 
ciety.  He  has  a  large  and  elegant  home,  and  his  spacious  and 
beautiful  garden  was  at  its  prime.  I  have  never  seen  a  better 
collection  of  really  good  irises  so  well  grown.  It  was  indeed  for¬ 
tunate  for  us  that  his  more  northern  location  had  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  see  such  a  grand  display  when  practically  all  the  other 
irises  in  England  were  through  blooming  for  the  year.  His  col¬ 
lection  of  several  hundred  varieties  comprise  most  of  the  finest 
to  be  had  in  Europe  and  America.  The  plants  were  vigorous, 
the  stalks  tall,  and  the  flowers  unusually  large.  There  was  a 
wealth  of  color,  form,  and  substance  and  this  display  was  a  show 
by  itself.  Naturally  we  were  particularly  interested  in  his  own 
creations  and  saw  most  of  them  including: 

Sahara  (1936).  A  very  large,  refined  primrose-yellow  self  of 
good  substance  and  dignified  carriage.  The  Dykes  Medal,  1935. 

Natal  (1935).  Considered  by  many  to  be  his  best.  Flowers  old 
ivory,  tinged  green.  Certificate  of  Merit,  The  Iris  Society. 

India  (1930).  Large  flowers,  with  dauphin  ’s-blue  standards  and 
reddish  falls,  supported  on  tall  stalks.  Award  of  Merit,  R.  H.  S., 
1932. 

Gold  Coast.  A  good  yellow.  Silver  Medal,  The  Iris  Society,  1936. 

Lagos.  A  tall  yellow,  the  standards  paler  and  the  falls  with  a 
white  blaze  at  the  beard  and  edged  white. 

Malta  and  Gibraltar .  Two  pale  yellows  with  specially  good 
spacing  of  the  branches  and  flowers. 

Helvellyn.  A  white  that  has  met  with  much  favor  in  England. 

Alongside  these  were  such  familiar  ones  as  Dolly  Madison , 
Eros,  Purissima,  which  Mr.  Pilkington  takes  pride  in  growing  5 
and  6  feet  tall,  Los  Angeles ,  Alta  California,  California  Gold 
and  Sunol. 
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An  iris-bordered  grass  walk  in  the  garden  of  Major  F.  C.  Stern, 
at  Goring  By  Sea,  England.  Major  Stern,  Mrs.  Essig,  and  Mary 
Isabel  Essig.  May  29,  1937. 


As  a  judge  of  irises  Mr.  Pilkington  is  unsurpassed  and  as  a  host 
he  is  even  better. 

After  leaving  this  iris  enthusiast’s  Garden  of  Eden  we  had  a 
whole  year  ahead  of  us  before  another  iris  season  came  along. 
Of  course  there  were  plenty  of  other  flowers,  both  wild  and  cul¬ 
tivated,  beautiful  trees;  hedges;  lawns;  and  landscapes,  natural 
and  artificial,  to  furnish  a  continual  display  throughout  this  en¬ 
tire  period  and  we  enjoyed  them  all  to  the  fullest.  Even  in  the 
dead  of  winter  the  greenhouses  send  forth  their  delicacies  in  con¬ 
tinual  abundance.  Before  one  is  aware,  spring  is  announced  by 
the  crocuses,  primroses,  cowslips,  bluebells,  and  from  then  on  there 
is  a  flood  of  color  in  garden,  field,  and  forest. 

Before  leaving  home  last  spring  I  sent  a  number  of  my  own 
varieties  to  R.  E.  S.  Spender,  Esq.,  the  Honorable  Editor  of  the 
Iris  Society,  who  was  just  building  a  new  garden  at  Chetwold, 
Yetminster,  Dorset.  He  reported  to  us  from  time  to  time  during 
the  winter  the  progress  of  these,  and  other  irises,  which  held  our 
interest  and  quickened  our  desire  for  spring. 

To  a  Californian,  spring  comes  late  in  England  and  the  iris 
season  had  a  very  slow  dawning  during  the  last  half  of  May, 
which  finally  burst  into  full  display  in  early  June ;  then  there  was 
left  to  us  but  a  week  to  see  what;  might  well  consume  an  entire 
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A  clump  of  Iris  Tedorum  in  Major  Stern’s  garden . 


month.  We  were  certainly  ready  for  the  Chelsea  Show  on  May 
26th  and  were  delighted  to  find  a  considerable  number  of  iris 
displays  when  there  was  yet  no  evidences  of  irises  blooming  out- 
of-doors.  The  secret  was  that  they  were  brought  ahead  by  pot 
culture  in  the  cold  glass  houses.  These  Chelsea  exhibits  were 
specially  attractive  because  most  of  them  were  arranged  in  natu¬ 
ralistic  beds  on  the  ground— -a  mode  of  display  specially  adapted 
to  potted  plants.  There  were  a  few  stems  in  bottles  according  to 
the  custom  at  the  Iris  Show  later  in  June. 

We  were  most  fortunate  in  meeting  genial  Mr.  Pilkington  and 
having  him  for  our  guide  and  informant  throughout  the  entire 
forenoon.  He  was  again  the  president  of  The  Iris  Society.  There 
is  very  little  about  the  Chelsea  Show  with  which  he  is  not  thor¬ 
oughly  familiar.  As  an  official  himself,  he  knew  and  was  known 
by  all  the  officials,  the  exhibitors,  the  patrons,  and  it  seemed  most 
of  the  spectators  in  the  big  tents.  And  such  a  good  time  we  had ! 

The  iris  displays  of  special  merit  listed  alphabetically  as  in  the 
list  of  exhibits  were : 

G.  Bunyard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Maidstone,  Kent. 

Gibson  (Cranleigh),  Ltd.,  Cranleigh,  Surrey. 

Rev.  Canon  H.  Rollo  Meyer,  Berkhamsted,  Herts. 

Orpington  Nurseries  Co.,  Ltd.,  Orpington,  Kent. 
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Major  Stern  and  one  of  his  fine  creations,  Joanna,  a  rich 
dark  purple. 
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A  bed  of  Aline,  one  of  the  finest  of  the  blues  at  home  in  its  creator’s 
garden.  Originated  by  Major  Stern. 


R.  Wallace  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent. 

G.  G.  Whitelegg,  Chiselhurst,  Kent. 

Among  the  newer  English  hybrids  were  a  number  by  Mr.  Pil- 
kington,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murrell,  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Chadburn,  and 
other  breeders.  The  iris  that  interested  me  most  was  the  bril¬ 
liant,  clear,  yellow  Golden  Hind,  the  like  of  which  I  have  never 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  elsewhere  in  England  or  in  America. 
It  seemed  to  have  just  the  color  that  I  have  been  striving  to 
attain.  The  story  of  its  creation  is  nicely  related  by  the  origina¬ 
tor,  H.  Chadburn,  Esq.,  in  The  Iris  Yearbook,  1936,  pp.  53-54. 
According  to  this,  Gold  Imperial  (Sturtevant,  1924)  was  fertilized 
with  pollen  of  a  £20  plant  of  W.  R.  Dykes,  one  of  the  first  three 
introduced  in  1926.  From  this  cross,  four  seedlings  arose,  one 
of  which  was  Golden  Hind.  Its  creation  is  a  notable  achievement 
in  the  history  of  iris  breeding.  Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of 
this  variety  elsewhere,  it  is  certainly  a  sensational  iris  in  England 
— in  every  garden  it  was  good!  Of  the  hundreds  of  crosses  I  have 
made  on  Gold  Imperial  and  other  yellows,  I  never  got  anything 
that  approaches  the  quality  and  intensity  of  color  of  Golden  Hind. 
It  was  the  Dykes  Medalist  in  1934. 

There  were  a  number  of  American  hybrids  shown  also;  King 
Midas,  Mount  Royal,  and  Rialgar.  Purissima  and  Alta  California 
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appeared  in  two  exhibits  and  California  Gold  and  Tenaya  were 
also  represented. 

Later  visits  to  the  gardens  gave  us  a  fair  idea  of  the  variety, 
quality,  and  culture  of  English  creations  alongside  those  from 
France  and  America.  Of  the  many  American  introductions  those 
of  Miss  Sturtevant  were  the  best  known  and  the  most  numerous. 
Also  in  high  favor  were  those  of  Williamson,  Farr,  Shull,  Ayers, 
Sass  Brothers,  Mead,  Mohr,  Mitchell,  Morrison,  Berry,  Salbach, 
White,  Kirkland,  Loomis,  Nichols,  Andrews,  McKee,  Lothrop,  and 
still  others  of  equal  note. 

It  seems  to  be  a  well  accepted  fact  that  iris  varieties  originating 
east  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  are  hardy  and  their  future 
is  not  debatable.  Because  of  Iris  mesopot arnica  parentage  in  some 
of  the  early  introductions  it  is  supposed  by  some  that  all  Cali¬ 
fornia  hybrids  are  tender,  which  of  course  is  due  to  a  misunder¬ 
standing  which  is  rapidly  being  corrected.  However,  in  view  of 
these  opinions,  I  could  not  help  paying  particular  attention  to 
those  irises  that  have  been  originated  in  California  and  whose 
history  and  progress  I  know  so  much  better  than  those  from  any 
other  geographical  area. 

The  various  English  gardens  visited  are  listed  in  the  order  of 
the  inspection : 


Cayeux’s  Docteur  Chobaut ,  an  exquisite  blue,  in  Major  Stern’s 

garden. 
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The  seedlings  and  new  varieties  in  Major  Stern’s  garden  are  in  an 
exclusive  section.  The  three  tall  flowers  in  the  loach  corner  are  those 

of  Sierra  Blue . 


Major  F.  C.  Stern ,  High-down ,  Goring -By -Sea,  Sussex.  May  29, 
1937. 

A  fine  large  estate  with  big  manor-type  gray  stone  house  beau¬ 
tifully  located  on  the  hills  overlooking  the  lowlands  and  the 
English  Channel.  The  hills  are  composed  of  limestone  and  partly 
wooded.  The  garden  has  a  southern  exposure  and  pleasing  varia¬ 
tions  on  slope  and  hollow.  Irises  were  planted  in  small  groups, 
in  large  beds  along  the  hedges  and  walks,  while  the  seedlings  and 
novelties  were  in  a  secluded  enclosure  by  themselves. 

The  crested  iris,  Iris  tectorum  was  the  best  there  that  I  have 
ever  seen  and  many  species  of  bulbous,  beardless,  and  rare  kinds 
were  flowering  freely  in  the  bright,  warm  sunshine  of  Southern 
England. 

Aline  (Stern).  A  very  fine  clear  ‘ ‘ Hoogiana-blue, ’ ’  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  very  best  blues  and  one  that  I  admired  very 
much.  It  was  good  wherever  we  saw  it.  A.  M.,  R.  H.  S.  1931. 

Maisie  Lowe,  syn.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Gibson  (Gibson).  A  large  dark  in¬ 
digo  self  and  one  of  the  finest  dark  blue  varieties.  Silver  Medal,  The 
Iris  Society,  1928,  and  A.  M.,  R.  H.  S.  1929. 

Joanna  (Stern,  1936).  Was  in  full  bloom  and  presented  a  very 
splendid  display  with  its  large  flowers  of  “violet  standards  and 
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A  close-up  of  Sierra  Blue  and  Mary  Isabel  Essig  in  the 
garden  of  Major  Stern. 
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pansy  purple  falls.”  The  stems  were  4  feet  and  well  branched. 
A.  M.,  R.  H.  S.  1935 ;  First  Class  Certificate,  R.  H.  S.  1936. 

Blenheim  (Stern,  1930).  Described  “as  a  redder  Depute  Nom- 
blot.”  Flowers  large  and  of  good  substance  and  carried  on  3  fool 
stalks.  Silver  Medal,  The  Iris  Society,  1930. 

The  hybrids  of  Mohr,  Mitchell,  and  Salbach  were  well  repre¬ 
sented  and  all  were  doing  very  well.  Among  them  were :  El 
Capitan,  Purissima,  Los  Angeles ,  San  Francisco,  For  tuna,  Frieda 
Mohr,  Alta  California,  California  Gold,  Naranja,  Neon,  and 
Brunhilde. 

A  bed  of  Dr.  Chobaut  (Denis,  1930)  was  glorious.  The  superb 
pure  flax-blue  flowers  were  of  splendid  form  and  texture  and  I 
would  place  it  among  the  very  best  of  irises. 

Golden  Hind  also  made  a  brilliant  showing. 

Of  my  own  introductions  Easter  Morn  and  Shining  Waters 
were  far  below  par,  but  Sierra  Blue  was  true  to  form  with  4-foot 
stalks  and  good  flowers. 

The  Orpington  Nurseries  Company,  Ltd.,  Orpington,  Kent.  May 
29,  1937. 

It  was  too  early  in  the  season  to  see  more  than  a  few  of  the 
very  earliest  varieties  here.  A  completely  new  garden  was  estab¬ 
lished  a  year  or  two  ago  and  the  plantings  are  only  now  becom¬ 
ing  well  established.  The  place  is  large  and  offers  unusual  advan¬ 
tages  for  growing  all  species  and  varieties  of  irises.  A  pond  at 
the  back  provides  conditions  for  the  water-loving  plants  and  the 
gently  sloping  land  insures  the  much  needed  drainage,  still  here, 
as  elsewhere,  the  iris  rows  are  on  raised  ridges.  All  of  the  plant¬ 
ings  looked  well  and  an  abundance  of  stalks  and  buds  indicated 
a  great  display  in  the  near  future.  Mrs.  Murrell  greeted  us  in  a 
most  cordial  and  kindly  manner  and  showed  us  over  the  entire 
garden. 

May  Sun  (Murrell,  1935),  regarded  as  one  of  their  greatest 
triumphs:  an  early  rich  buttercup-yellow  of  good  poise  and  sub¬ 
stance — appeared  to  be  blooming  for  our  special  benefit  and  was 
most  charming  on  its  2:(4-foot  stems  amid  the  abundance  of  rich 
green  foliage.  It  won  a  Silver  Medal,  The  Iris  Society  in  1934 
and  was  called  “The  iris  of  the  year.” 

Depute  Nomblot  (Cayeux,  1929)  was  specially  fine  here.  It  was 
awarded  the  Dykes  Memorial  Medal  in  1930. 
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Mrs.  P.  Murrell  in  a  section  of  the  Orpington  Nurseries.  The  irises 
were  just  beginning  to  bloom  here  on  May  29th.  May  Sun  (Mur¬ 
rell,  1935)  shows  two  flowers  in  the  center  of  the  picture. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murrell  have  had  awards  of  Merit,  R.  H.  S.,  on 
seven  varieties ;  The  Pesel  Challenge  Bowl,  1934,  for  collections  of 
9  of  their  own  hybrids;  Certificates  of  Preliminary  Commenda¬ 
tion,  R.  H.  S.,  on  2 ;  Silver  Medals,  The  Iris  Society  on  12 ;  Bronze 
Medal,  T.  I.  S.  on  one,  and  Certificate  of  Merit,  T.  I.  S.  on  8 — all 
of  their  own  introductions. 

Mrs.  Benson,  Walpole  House,  Chiswick  Mall,  Hammersmith,  Lon¬ 
don.  May  31,  1937. 

A  large  and  beautiful  walled  garden  at  the  rear  of  a  fine  and 
spacious  residence.  The  center  of  the  garden  was  sunk  some  three 
feet  below  the  general  level  of  the  ground.  Her  gardener  was  very 
skilled  at  growing  irises  and  her  large  collection  of  splendid  vari¬ 
eties  and  latest  introductions  were  particularly  well  grown.  All 
were  at  the  peak  of  florescence  and  made  a  remarkable  display. 
Since  we  were  leaving  London  permanently  that  morning  and  had 
a  luncheon  engagement  at  Sevenoaks,  there  was  no  time  to  make  a 
careful  inspection  of  the  multitudinous  varieties.  Mrs.  Benson  very 
kindly  pointed  out  Sierra  Blue,  which  was  entirely  satisfactory  in 
every  way  and  stood  a  foot  above  the  surrounding  masses;  Modoc 
which  was  as  good  as  I  have  ever  seen  it ;  and  Pale  Moonlight  and 
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A  section  of  the  iris  garden  of  Mrs.  Benson ,  Hammersmith ,  Lon¬ 
don,  on  May  31st.  Finer  irises  are  not  to  be  seen  anywhere.  The 
tall  flowers  directly  in  front  of  the  tree  at  the  right  are  those  of 

Sierra  Blue. 

Prof.  S.  B.  Mitchell  (Cayeux,  1933),  standing  side  by  side,  each 
with  a  fine  flower  just  out.  These  last  two  look  well  together. 

G.  P.  Baker,  Hillside,  OakhiU  Road,  Kippington,  Sevenoaks,  Kent. 

May  31  1937. 

It  is  worth  a  trip  from  California  to  Sevenoaks  to  lunch  and 
visit  with  this  great  horticulturist  and  kindest  of  hosts  and  when 
one  is  entertained  twice,  as  we  were,  there  are  no  words  to  ade¬ 
quately  express  our  delight  and  appreciation.  His  site,  on  a  fine 
hill  top,  is  characteristic  of  so  many  of  the  beautiful  English 
estates  in  the  rolling  and  wooded  districts  and  commands  a  superb 
view.  It  is  difficult  for  one  from  the  West  to  comprehend  the  de¬ 
lights  of  raising  trees,  lawns,  and  gardens  without  irrigation  as 
well  as  to  realize  the  difficulties  of  overcoming  too  much  rainfall 
during  the  winter  and  early  spring  months.  Even  on  the  slopes 
Mr.  Baker  had  his  irises  planted  on  high  ridges  to  insure  adequate 
drainage.  The  plants  all  looked  large  and  vigorous.  A  portion  of 
his  garden,  given  over  to  the  California  and  French  introductions, 
is  protected  by  a  winter  shelter1  as  shown  in  the  illustrations.  He 

XG.  P.  Baker,  Winter  Shelter.  The  Iris  Yearbook,  1936.  p.  59,  2  figs. 
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Sierra  Blue  rises  above  the  masses  in  Mrs.  Benson’s  gar¬ 
dens.  All  of  the  varieties  were  truly  magnificent. 
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G.  P.  Baker  inspecting  some  fine  specimens  of  Purissima 
rising  to  the  very  top  frames  of  the  winter  shelter  at 
Seven-oaks ,  May  31st. 
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The  winter  shelter  in  Mr.  G.  P.  Baker’s  garden  at  Seven-oaks. 
(From  The  Iris  Yearbook,  1936.) 


has  a  large  collection  of  species  and  hybrids  from  many  parts  of 
the  world  and  is  an  iris  breeder  himself. 

Especially  significant  was  a  series  of  varieties  of  Iris  germanica 
taken  from  the  wilds  of  Southern  Europe  and  Western  Asia. 
These  showed  much  variation  in  habit,  foliage,  and  blossoms. 

Some  of  the  varieties  sent  out  by  him  are: 

Sikh  (1926).  A  very  large  and  tall  deep  claret-red,  the  falls 
with  paler  borders.  A.  M.,  R.  H.  S.  1930. 

Realm  (1926).  A  large,  late,  tall,  rich  blue  self  with  golden 
beard  and  splendid  carriage.  F.  C.  C.,  R.  H.  S. 

Dariel  (1927).  A  medium  tall,  much  darker  blue  Gaudichau , 

There  is  also  a  lemon-yellow  named  G.  P.  Baker  in  his  honor. 

In  the  winter  shelter,  the  top  of  which  had  been  removed, 
were  growing  with  usual  vigor  and  freely  flowering,  the  Mohr- 
Mitchell  creations:  Purissima,  Los  Angeles,  Mirasol,  and  Rayo  de 
Sol — as  fine  as  any  I  have  ever  seen. 

In  addition  to  irises  this  place  was  a  veritable  botanical  garden 
and  Mr.  Baker  has  regularly  won  numbers  of  medals,  prizes,  and 
awards  for  outstanding  and  unusual  horticultural  specimens. 
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The  winter  shelter  in  Mr.  G.  P.  Baker’s  garden  with  the  cover 
removed  in  May .  (From  The  Iris  Yearbook ,  1936.) 


Sir  Mark  and  Lady  , Collet ,  St.  Clere ,  Kemsing,  Kent.  May  31, 
1937. 

After  lunch,  our  good  host,  Mr.  G.  P.  Baker,  conducted  us 
through  a  charming  countryside  to  the  magnificent  Collet  estate, 
St.  Clere.  Many  American  iris  growers  will  remember  Lady 
Collet  as  Miss  Eldmann  when  she  was  associated  with  Miss  Stur- 
tevant  some  years  ago.  We  had  again  met  Lady  Collet  at  the 
home  of  her  brother  at  Hawkwood,  Chiselhurst,  during  “bluebell 
season” — May  7th,  and  she  arranged  for  this  visit  to  see  the 
many  seedlings  and  other  irises  at  St.  Clere.  The  gardener,  Mr. 
M.  Nieholls,  acted  as  our  host  and  guide.  The  huge  collection  of 
seedlings,  grown  over  a  period  of  years,  and  occupying  several 
acres  were  disposed  in  four  different  areas.  Unfortunately  they 
were  just  beginning  to  bloom.  Many  of  them  are  choice  and  no 
doubt  there  are  hundreds  worthy  of  consideration  for  introduc¬ 
tion,  but  if  I  remember  correctly  none  have  been  named  or  sent 
out  thus  far. 

The  Collets  have  a  winter  home  and  garden  in  Southern  France 
and  are  now  establishing  still  another  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  so  that 
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A  large  plot  of  iris  seedlings  belong  to  Sir  Mark  and  Lady  Collet 
at  St.  Clere,  K erasing,  England.  This  field  represents  only  a  portion 
of  their  very  extensive  plantings. 

they  will  have  a  long  iris  season  beginning  in  France  in  April  or 
May  and  ending  in  the  Isle  of  Man  in  June  and  July! 

In  a  protected  plot  and  in  a  cold  glass  house  were  some  choice 
novelties  of  irisdom.  Among  their  own  seedlings  was  the  third 
progeny  of  William  Mohr2  the  result  of  crossing  William  Mohr 
with  Souvenir  Letitia  Michaud.  The  offspring  was  in  bloom. 
The  flower  was  a  large  purple  self,  somewhat  striped  and  attrac¬ 
tive  and  of  good  substance,  and  held  up  on  a  four-foot  stalk.  It 
bore  an  abundance  of  pollen,  some  of  which  Mr.  Baker  is  testing 
in  his  own  garden.  We  may  hear  from  it  in  the  near  future. 
I  would  like  to  have  had  some  of  that  pollen ! 

The  Mohr-Mitchell  introductions ;  Santa  Barbara,  Purissima, 
Alta  California,  and  Sunol,  the  only  ones  in  bloom  at  the  time, 
were  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

R.  E.  S.  Spender,  Chetwold,  Yetminster ,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 
June  3,  1937. 

Mr.  Spender  had  kindly  invited  us  to  lunch  with  him  on  June 
2nd,  but  a  broken  axle  put  our  automobile  out  of  commission  and 

2Tha  other  two  are:  Grace  Mob?  (Jory,  1935)  and  Mohrson  (White,  1935),  both 
originated  in  California.  Since  these  there  is  still  a  fourth,  Ormohr  (Kleinsorge, 
1937). 
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The  home  and  portions  of  the  garden  of  Miss  L.  Pesel,  Winchester. 
The  Winchester  Cathedral  is  indistinct  in  the  distance.  The  iris 
at  the  extreme  right  is  Easter  Morn. 


held  us  up  at  Cheddar  for  two  days  and  we  had  to  cancel  our 
trip  and  luncheon  engagement.  However,  when  we  were  finally 
ready  to  leave  at  6  P.  M.  on  June  3rd,  we  decided  to  drive  down 
to  Yetminster  unannounced  and  see  the  garden  anyway.  We 
arrived  there  just  at  dusk  and  found  that  Mr.  Spender  had  only 
shortly  before  left  for  Winchester.  But  his  gardener  very  kindly 
and  efficiently  showed  us  the  splendid  new  and  modern  house  and 
the  rapidly  developed  garden  situated  on  a  ridge  overlooking  the 
beautiful  and  peaceful  country  of  Sherborne.  We  wanted  to 
move  in  and  stay  there.  There  were  a  number  of  interesting  new 
seedlings  in  bloom  including  some  very  dark  and  wonderful  Si¬ 
berian  irises.  The  bearded  irises  were  just  begining  to  flower 
and  Mr.  Spender  has  some  good  ones.  Of  my  seedlings  only  one, 
Redglow ,  had  a  flower — a  rather  strange  thing  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  very  late  in  my  garden. 

Miss  L.  Pesel,  The  White  House,  Colebrooh  Street,  Winchester. 

June  4,  1937. 

Under  the  very  shadow  of  the  magnificent  Winchester  Cathe¬ 
dral,  Miss  Pesel  has  developed  a  new  home  and  a  very  beautiful 
garden.  Her  spacious  grounds  have  been  landscaped  in  English 
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Mr.  R.  E.  S.  Spender  and  Miss  L.  Pesel  in  the  iris  garden  of  the 
latter  at  Winchester,  June  4th.  Only  a  very  small  part  of  the  ex¬ 
tensive  plantings  are  shown.  These  two  authorities  are  preparing 
a  new  hook  on  irises. 

formal  style  with  a  large  circular  sunken  area  in  the  middle  and 
with  strips  of  lawn  and  walks  leading  to  all  parts  and  permitting 
intimate  inspection  of  every  variety.  In  this  garden  was  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  representative  collections  of  outstanding 
irises  that  I  have  ever  seen,  all  arranged  according  to  knowledge 
of  varieties  and  an  expert  skill  in  handling  colors.  As  a  parting 
memory  this  display  gave  complete  satisfaction.  It  was  at  its 
best,  practically  every  plant  being  in  full  bloom.  To  add  to  our 
pleasure,  Mr.  Spender  was  also  awaiting  us  there  and  we  all  made 
round  after  round  examining,  comparing,  and  discussing  varieties 
with  understanding  freedom,  which  unites  all  true  gardeners  as 
friends.  All  of  her  plants  looked  so  well-grown  and  superior 
that  it  was  difficult  to  pick  out  any  individual  failures.  Irises 
from  various  parts  of  England,  France,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States  were  growing  equally  well  together.  Here  Santa  Barbara, 
Padre,  Frieda  Mohr,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Rayo  de  Sol, 
and  Monterey  were  growing  in  perfect  harmony  with  Hr.  Chohaut, 
Anne  Marie  Cayeux,  Prof.  S.  B.  Mitchell,  Victor  Hugo,  and 
Bruno.  King  Tut,  Coppersmith,  Midgard,  The  Black  Douglas,  and 
Sass  Pink  were  equal  in  every  way  to  Helios,  Evolution,  Aline, 
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A  corner  of  Miss  Pesel’s  iris  garden  showing  Easter  Morn  in  the 

foreground . 

Mrs .  Valerie  West,  and  Grace  Sturtevant.  Queen  Caterina,  Pink 
Jadu,  Sierra  Blue ,  Easter  Morn,  Pacific ,  True  Charm,  and  Golden 
Flare  were  no  less  conspicuous  and  desirable  than  Mme.  Durrand , 
Micheline  Charm-ire ,  Depute  Nomblot ,  Souv.  de  Loetitia  Michaud, 
Romance,  Sahara ,  and  Magenta.  Steepway,  Jane  Williamson , 
Peacemaker,  and  Festive  were  making  equal  show  alongside  Claude 
Aureau,  Sikh,  Tenebrae,  Shot  Silk,  and  Le  Vardar.  Every  time 
I  think  of  Miss  Pesetas  garden  I  long  to  return  to  England  for  iris 
season !  The  visit  with  our  charming  hostess  and  Mr.  Spender, 
joint  authors  of  a  new  book  on  irises,  was  delightful  indeed.  A 
lunch  such  as  English  homes  provide,  another  last  inspection  of 
the  garden,  thanks  and  farewells,  and  we  were  off  to  Southampton 
and  America  with  a  year  of  travel  seasoned  with  the  delight  of 
the  earth:  “Spring  in  England”! 
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THOUGHTS  ON  AUTUMN  BLOOMING 
J.  Marion  Shull 

■  It  is  with  some  temerity  that  I  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
autumn  blooming  of  bearded  iris.  I  have  found  that  condemna¬ 
tion  of  certain  unlovely  colors  exposes  one  to  the  charge  of  nar¬ 
rowness  or  lack  of  catholicity  of  taste  or  perhaps  to  employment 
of  unfair  tactics.  Needless  to  say  these  charges  come  from  an 
occasional  commercial  grower  or  handler  interested  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  varieties  showing  these  objectionable  colors.  Now 
what  I  have  to  say  about  autumn  blooming  may  lay  me  open  to 
a  similar  charge  from  the  same  sources.  It  is  not  my  desire  to 
injure  in  any  way  the  commercial  grower  or  distributor’s  inter¬ 
ests  since  they  too  must  live  if  the  Society  is  to  prosper,  but 
after  all  these  same  interests  can  be  hurt  very  much  more  by  pil¬ 
ing  up  an  increasing  percenetage  of  disappointed  customers  than 
by  facing  the  truth,  however  unpalatable  the  latter  may  be. 

Now  in  regard  to  autumn  blooming,  it  may  be  doubted  in  all 
seriousness  whether  there  is  now  or  ever  will  be  a  dependable 
strain  of  bearded  iris  that  will  give  autumn  bloom  throughout  the 
iris  growing  sections  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Just  why 
does  an  iris  of  the  tall  bearded  group  ever  bloom  in  the  fall? 
What  are  the  environmental  requisites?  Until  the  would-be  iris 
breeder  has  answered  these  questions  to  his  own  satisfaction  it 
would  seem  sheer  waste  of  time  and  energy  to  enter  upon  that 
field.  No  doubt  many  fine  things  have  been  obtained  in  the  past 
by  merely  reaching  out  into  the  dark  and  grasping  something, 
but  such  blind  grappling  is  a  long  drawn  out  and  exceedingly 
Wasteful  road  to  improvement. 

Heredity  may,  and  probably  does  after  a  fashion,  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  fall  blooming,  but  in  all  likelihood  its  influence 
is  purely  incidental  and  indirect.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  matter 
is  almost  wholly  one  of  climate,  and  climate  is  very  fickle,  fairly 
dependable  in  some  regions  and  quite  the  reverse  in  others. 

With  bearded  iris  apparently  there  must  be  a  period  of  rest, 
induced  by  either  drouth  or  cold,  between  the  laying  down  of 
the  blossom  buds  and  their  ultimate  expansion  into  full  blown 
flowers.  For  most  of  them,  in  regions  where  they  do  at  all  well, 
this  rest  period  is  brought  about  automatically  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  winter.  Perhaps  this  lack  of  winter  pause  is  the  chief 
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reason  that  most  of  our  varieties  can  not  be  grown  successfully 
in  the  extreme  South,  particularly  those  portions  of  the  South 
that  are  not  chronically  drouth  ridden  at  regular  intervals. 

To  construct  an  accurate  picture  of  what  takes  place  in  an  iris 
preparatory  to  bloom  it  needs  to  be  remembered  that  once  a 
rhizome  forms  a  bloom  bud,  there  can  be  no  turning  back;  either 
it  must  go  forward  and  bloom  as  the  result  of  further  growth,  or 
it  must  stagnate  and  blight. 

The  conditions  then  for  autumn  blooming  are  three,  an  early 
formed  bud,  a  period  of  induced  rest  presumably  caused  by 
drouth,  and  then  renewed  vigorous  growth,  sufficiently  in  advance 
of  winter  to  permit  full  development  of  the  flower  stalk.  Wherever 
these  conditions  occur  naturally,  or  wherever  they  can  be  brought 
about  artificially,  it  will  be  possible  to  have  autumn  flowering  of 
iris.  Given  the  conditions  set  forth  above  almost  any  variety  may 
throw  autumn  stems,  but  it  should  be  remembered  also  that  the 
stems  that  bloom  in  autumn  will  be  just  that  much  subtraction 
from  the  amount  of  spring  bloom  next  following.  Even  a  nor¬ 
mally  late  blooming  variety  like  Morning  Splendor,  has  on  occa¬ 
sion  been  reported  as  an  autumn  bloomer,  but  in  all  its  sixteen 
years  of  existence  it  has  never,  under  the  climatic  conditions 
prevailing  at  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland,  thrown  a  single  autumn 
stem,  nor  has  any  other  variety  habitually  done  so. 

I  have  had  on  rare  occasions  un-named  things  sent  by  Mr. 
Williamson  throw  a  bloom  stem  in  the  fall,  but  I  am  sure  that 
inherent  earliness  plus  early  drouth  and  succeeding  abundant 
rains,  were  the  only  factors  of  real  importance  in  these  cases, 
and  since  we  can  not  provide  for  climatic  sequence  through  hered¬ 
ity,  it  follows  that  about  the  only  favorable  point  that  can  be  so 
influenced  is  the  earliness  of  blossom  bud  formation,  so  that  the 
plant  may  be  able  to  function  as  an  autumn  bloomer  just  in  case 
the  required  climatic  sequence  does  turn  up. 

In  view  of  the  above  we  might  lay  down  for  the  breeder  the 
principle  of  working  only  with  early  bloomers  when  seeking  fall 
blooming  sorts,  and  in  the  same  sentence  issue  a  warning  to  the 
purchaser  that  if  the  required  climatic  conditions  do  not  occur 
naturally  and  he  is  not  prepared  to  produce  them  artificially,  then 
he  must  expect  little  but  disappointment  from  the  acquisition  of 
autumn  blooming  sorts. 
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THE  METHODS  ADOPTED  FOR  GROWING  IRIS  IN  THE 

SOUTHWEST 

Eddie  Fanick 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

■  These  intructions  are  for  those  who  wish  to  grow  better  iris 
in  Southwest  Texas,  where  some  difficulties  have  been  experienced 
in  the  past,  due  mainly  to  our  climate  which  is  very  hot  and  dry 
in  the  summer  and  early  autumn  with  mild  winters,  late  freezes 
and  plenty  of  warm  days  to  induce  early  growth  that  is  usually 
killed  by  these  same  late  freezes.  The  long  growing  season  pre¬ 
vents  the  required  period  of  dormancy.  This  is  a  hard  com¬ 
bination. 

Three  local  growers,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  French  and  I  tried  differ¬ 
ent  methods  in  growing  iris  to  determine  experimentally  the  best 
method  for  our  local  conditions.  The  following  method  has  proven 
best ;  has  been  tried  and  proven  in  my  garden  in  the  past  ten 
years.  I  planted  iris  on  top  of  the  soil  and  deeply;  dug  them  to 
force  dormancy;  cut  them  back  for  the  same  purpose;  tried  all 
forms  of  fertilizers,  types  of  soils  and  planting  locations. 

Plant  iris  only  in  the  autumn  after  the  rains  have  cooled  the 
atmosphere.  Plant  them  with  at  least  one-half  inch  of  soil  over 
the  rhizome  in  well-drained  locations.  Iris  planted  with  rhizomes 
uncovered  will  burn  and  dry  up  in  the  summer  heat.  The  recom¬ 
mended  depth  protects  them  also  from  hard  freezes  in  winter. 
No  other  cover  is  necessary.  Rhizomes  exposed  will  not  set  new 
growths  or  toes  for  next  year’s  increase. 

Regular  watering  is  necessary  in  dry  periods  and  in  spring. 
Withhold  all  watering  in  the  autumn  and  winter.  Iris  must  be 
forced  to  dormancy  in  our  locality.  To  do  this  the  old  fans  must 
be  cut  back  after  the  first  freeze  to  check  premature  growth 
caused  by  mild  winter  temperatures.  Without  this  forced  dor¬ 
mancy  very  few  blossoms  appear  in  the  spring,  all  strength  going 
into  continuous  growth  and  foliage. 

Due  to  mild  winters  and  warm  days,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
iris  clumps  free  of  old  foliage  at  all  times  as  this  harbors  our 
main  pests,  snails,  sow-bugs  and  fungus.  We  have  no  iris-borer. 
Root-rot  can  be  checked  easily  with  dry  powdered  sulphur. 
Plants  infected  with  the  fungus  should  be  dug  and  cleaned  with 
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Semesan.  Leaf-spot  can  be  checked  by  dusting  with  powdered 
sulphur  while  the  dew  is  on  the  foliage. 

Never  use  manure,  as  this  proves  too  hot  in  summer  and  the 
warmth  in  winter  forces  premature  growth.  Commercial  fer¬ 
tilizers  applied  in  early  spring  bring  fine  blossoms.  Bone  meal 
and  cotton  seed  meal  are  very  good  when  setting  out  new  plants 
or  transplanting.  Some  prefer  to  use  ground  limestone  but  that 
is  not  necessary.  An  application  of  wood  ashes  in  the  winter  is 
beneficial. 

Iris  are  sun-lovers  as  a  rule,  but  in  our  bright  and  hot  sunshine, 
partial  shade  is  desirable.  Blossoms  will  not  fade  so  easily  and 
will  remain  longer.  Shade  should  be  provided  only  from  the 
afternoon  sun. 

With  the  proper  culture  iris  multiply  rapidly  in  our  climate 
and  must  be  thinned  out  every  year  or  two.  To  do  this  without 
disturbing  the  clump  and  lessening  next  season’s  blossoms,  I  rec¬ 
ommend  that  in  late  spring  or  early  summer  one  should  remove 
all  old  worn  out  rhizomes,  especially  those  with  the  bloom  stalks 
attached.  This  should  be  done  only  after  the  new  rhizomes  have 
become  anchored  and  established.  This  also  lessens  the  danger  of 
root  rot.  When  a  clump  becomes  overcrowded,  it  is  best  to  re¬ 
move  the  crowding  rhizomes  without  disturbing  the  clump.  This 
can  be  done  easily  with  a  knife.  Refill  the  depression  with  new 
soil  and  you  will  always  have  iris  at  their  best. 

This  program  is  for  tall,  bearded  iris  only  and  for  gardeners 
in  our  area  or  in  other  areas  with  the  same  climatic  conditions. 
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A.I.S.  PROJECT  COLOR  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Carrie  Stover  Lewis,  Chairman 

■  The  American  Iris  Society  is  going  into  Color  Photography. 
The  bug  has  infected  the  whole  country.  The  directors  have 
sanctioned  it,  and  President  Everett  has  appointed  a  Chairman, 
who  is  to  choose  a  committee,  from  all  over  the  country,  to  carry 
out  the  Project  proposed  by  the  New  England  Region,  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  Wilmington,  last  May.  Other  regions  have 
followed  suit,  and  it  is  reported  that  some  very  fine  slides  were 
made  last  summer,  and  exhibited  at  the  Directors’  meeting  at 
Chicago  in  December,  notably  by  Regional  Vice-President  Hall,  of 
Chicago;  Mrs.  Whiting  of  Mapleton,  Iowa;  while  Vice-President 
McKee  showed  some  of  the  New  England  slides,  which  included 
a  few  of  those  taken  in  New  England  gardens  by  Mr.  Kenneth  D. 
Smith,  of  Staten  Island. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  members  of  the  Society  who  made  2"  X  2" 
slides  in  color  last  summer,  will  send  them  in  for  inspection,  to 
the  Chairman,  Mrs.  Herman  E.  Lewis,  180  Grove  Street,  Haver¬ 
hill,  Mass. 

Within  this  Project  there  is  another  one,  distinctly  educational 
in  its  scope:  P.  G.  C.  We  want  these  slides  shown  before  every 
Garden  Club  in  this  broad  land,  so  that  their  members  may  see 
the  beautiful  new  irises,  and  learn  to  appreciate  the  beauties  of 
the  many  older  ones  still  worthy  of  a  place  in  our  gardens.  It 
may  seem  to  you  that  many  of  the  gardeners  do  know  the  good 
irises;  but  stop  and  think  how  infinitesimal  their  number  is,  when 
compared  to  the  enormous  number  who  do  not  know.  Have  you 
the  remotest  idea,  how  many  Garden  Club  members  are  still  cling¬ 
ing  to  the  old  discards?  Unless  they  are  members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Iris  Society,  and  see  the  Bulletins,  or  have  access  to  the  nur¬ 
series  of  iris  specialists,  how  should  they  know?  By  these  pictures, 
we  hope  to  show  them  the  best,  old  and  new,  prevail  upon  them 
to  throw  out  the  old  discards;  many  of  the  better  ones  are  quite 
within  their  reach ;  any  way  they  will  learn  how  to  look  for  the 
best  and  that  will  tend  to  create  dissatisfaction  with  what  they 
have  and  the  first  step  will  be  taken  toward  a  discriminating  Iris 
Country,  as  we  have  an  Iris  City  in  Nashville.  Is  there  a  better 


“Project”  for  the  A.  I.  S.  to  sponsor  and  will  it  not  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  create  new  members? 

And  so  will  you  not  all  send  for  inspection  all  your  pet  2"  +  2" 
slides  in  color;  give  them  if  you  can,  loan  them  if  you  can’t,  and 
take  more  this  coming  summer;  take  all  the  beautiful  irises  in 
sight,  new  or  old ;  send  pictures  of  clumps  of  irises,  irises  in  gar¬ 
dens  with  other  flowers,  single  stalks  of  irises,  showing  branching 
and  placement,  but  do  not  have  the  stalk  foreshortened,  have  the 
proportion  right ;  have  plenty  of  Rock  Garden  subjects ;  all  the 
Species  that  you  can  manage;  we  are  anxious  to  have  all  the 
classes  well  represented,  Japs  as  well;  and  do  not  forget  the 
Washington  irises. 

I  think  that  it  is  Dr.  Everett’s  idea,  that  we  have  as  many 
duplicates  as  possible,  in  order  that  each  Region  may  have  a  set 
of  slides.  Color  photography  is  not  yet  perfected,  and  most  deal¬ 
ers  assert  that  duplicates  are  not  yet  possible,  but  if  you  have 
a  good  subject,  surely  you  can  make  several  slides  at  one  time. 
It  is  not  expected  that  members  give  all  their  slides;  the  Society 
will  reimburse  them  for  the  actual  cost  of  the  slides,  which  is 
very  slight.  It  is  planned  to  have  the  same  talk  sent  with  the 
slides  to  every  Region. 

We  feel  that  another  result  of  this  plan  is  that  it  can  not  fail 
to  increase  sales  of  irises ;  therefore,  dealers  and  introducers 
should  furnish  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  make  it  a  suc¬ 
cess,  by  inducing  as  many  members  as  possible  to  take  the  pic¬ 
tures,  and  send  in  the  best  that  they  can.  We  feel  that  pictures 
taken  in  the  gardens  of  introducers  must  show  to  better  advan¬ 
tage,  than  those  taken  under  more  adverse  conditions. 

We,  in  New  England,  learned  many  things  last  summer,  as  to 
what  you  could  and  could  not  do  in  slides  in  color.  Experienced 
operators  seemed  to  make  strange  mistakes.  We  have  talked  with 
many  dealers  in  regard  to  the  best  road  to  success,  and  we  are 
passing  along  all  that  we  have  seemingly  learned. 

Every  one  unites  in  thinking  the  Eastman  Kodachrome  film  the 
best,  even  those  handling  others.  35  mm.  making  a  2"  X  2"  slide 
must  be  used  in  order  that  all  may  be  uniform,  to  fit  the  same 
lantern.  Some  speak  well  of  DuFay,  but  the  majority  say  Koda¬ 
chrome  gives  the  best  color  possible  today  and  the  best  definition. 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  to  remember  in  order  to  get  the 
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best  results.  The  Contax  camera  having  a  Zeiss  lens,  gives  won¬ 
derful  detail ;  next  comes  Leica,  in  order  of  excellence ;  then  Ban¬ 
tam  Special,  and  lastly  Retina,  for  which  some  one  stated,  East¬ 
man  had  particularly  designed  a  lens  for  good  color.  The  man  in 
charge  of  color  work  at  the  Eastman  shop  in  Boston,  let  that 
statement  pass  without  comment. 

Be  sure  that  the  whole  flower  is  on  the  film.  Strange  mistakes 
were  made  in  this  respect  by  an  experienced  careless  operator,  last 
summer.  Do  not  hold  the  camera  so  high  that  the  stalk  is  fore¬ 
shortened.  If  you  do  it  seems  like  an  intermediate,  and  is  unfair 
to  a  tall  stalk.  Show  the  standards  and  falls  usually  broad  side 
on,  then  the  texture  of  the  petal  is  seen  to  better  advantage.  Be 
sure  that  the  falls  are  not  eaten,  or  curled,  and  the  top  flower  is 
not  going  by.  Take  perfect  flowers,  or  you  waste  your  film  as 
only  perfect  slides,  or  the  most  perfect  ones  sent  in,  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  paid  for;  others  will  be  returned.  Have  close-ups  of 
the  best  flowers,  but  not  too  many  of  them.  Be  sure  that  the  top 
flower  does  not  cast  a  shadow  on  the  ones  below  it.  Sunshine 
directly  overhead  might  do  that. 

Be  sure  to  follow  the  instructions  contained  in  film  carton. 
Make  one  film  and  have  it  processed  before  proceeding  with  a 
number  of  rolls.  Do  this  before  the  season  begins  as  time  goes 
headlong  when  the  irises  begin  and  there  is  no  time  to  practice 
then,  and  it  takes  ten  days  to  get  the  film  back  and  by  that  time 
it  is  too  late  to  take  the  same  iris  again,  as  it  has  gone  by.  Ask 
Eastman  Kodak  service  for  criticisms  by  returning  film  for  in¬ 
spection.  Get  all  the  information  that  you  can  from  any  film 
dealer,  alive  and  energetic  enough  to  know  what  he  is  talking 
about,  as  to  the  best  means  for  getting  good  blues,  light,  medium 
or  dark,  dark  blue-purples,  pinks  or  reds.  These  are  the  most 
difficult  colors  to  get  accurately. 

If  blue  takes  white  it  is  over-exposed,  it  is  said. 

If  white  takes  yellow  it  is  under-exposed. 

Too  strong  yellows  are  under-exposed. 

Do  not  take  the  picture  in  too  strong  sunlight.  The  petals  are 
quite  translucent  and  that  affects  the  color.  Introducers  are  very 
anxious  to  have  the  color  shown  in  the  slide  absolutely  true  if 
possible,  so  that  a  gardener  tempted  by  the  flower  as  seen  on  the 
slides  may  not  be  disappointed  when  it  blooms  in  the  garden. 
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Do  not  be  afraid  of  a  little  cloud  overhead.  Eastman’s  Koda- 
chrome  film  gives  better  greens. 

Let  me  stress  again,  take  Dwarfs,  West  Coast  Species,  which 
are  most  intriguing,  all  the  rare  things  that  the  ordinary  gar¬ 
deners  do  not  know,  but  would  be  crazy  over  if  they  did,  For- 
restii,  minuta ,  graminea,  tenax,  reticulata,  tenuis,  chrysophylla, 
long  and  short  innominata,  yellow  and  orange,  all  these  fascinat¬ 
ing  tiny  things,  that  Rock  Garden  addicts  may  only  be  waiting 
to  hear  about,  to  fall  into  the  arms  of  the  American  Iris  Society. 

So  gird  up  your  loins,  and  go  to  it.  We  have  a  wonderful  sum¬ 
mer  ahead  of  us,  and  I  foresee  that  Mr.  Morrison’s  1,100  mem¬ 
bers  will  easily  be  1,200. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  FOR  1937 


■  In  spite  of  drouth,  and  ice  and  storm.  In  spite  of  the  de¬ 
pression  and  the  present  recession,  we  can  all  be  happy  that  we 
have  a  worthwhile  hobby  and  a  Society  made  up  of  worthwhile 
friends.  Iris  will  grow  and  blossom  while  we  are  beset  with  eco¬ 
nomic  uncertainty,  and  political  tampering  in  our  personal  and 
business  lives. 

We,  the  Directors,  are  pleased  to  report  a  prosperous  year. 
Our  financial  position  shows  a  continuous  soundness.  Our  mem¬ 
bership  has  increased  in  a  gratifying  manner,  but  we  would  like 
a  couple  of  hundred  new  members.  This  increase  in  membership 
would  enable  us  to  broaden  the  scope  of  the  Bulletin.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  would  enable  us  to  undertake  a  revision  of  the  check-list 
of  the  Society. 

There  are  many  new  faces  in  the  Directorate,  and  among  the 
Regional  Vice-Presidents  and  the  various  committees,  which  means 
new  activity  in  certain  areas  impossible  to  reach  otherwise.  Of 
course  we  expect  continued  interest  in  all  of  those  who  have  been 
so  valuable  to  the  Society  in  the  past  and  who  have  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  fine  position  which  the  Society  occupies  in  the  horti¬ 
cultural  world. 

A  new  series  of  slides  and  accompanying  lectures  are  in  prog¬ 
ress  of  accumulation.  This  will  enable  us  to  reach  out  and  con¬ 
tact  various  garden-club  members  who  do  not  appreciate  the  won¬ 
derful  strides  in  hybridizing  our  breeders  have  made. 

The  intensive  breeding  going  on  in  all  parts  of  the  country  is 
producing  new  colors  and  types  of  bearded  iris.  I  would  like  to 
see  some  of  this  activity  directed  to  the  beardless  groups,  especially 
the  species.  Here  lies  a  fertile  field. 

To  the  Wilmington  Garden  Club  and  to  the  various  enthusiasts 
in  the  region  about  Wilmington  is  due  much  praise  for  the  won¬ 
derful  Annual  Meeting  of  1937.  They  set  a  mark  for  general 
enjoyment  which  is  hard  to  meet,  but  you  can  rest  assured  that 
this  year’s  meeting  in  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  will  reward  any¬ 
one  making  the  pilgrimage.  Our  Annual  Meetings  not  only  pro¬ 
mote  good  fellowship,  but  also  give  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and 
inspecting  the  best  of  our  breeders’  efforts. 


[30] 


If  you  cannot  make  the  meeting,  try  please  to  visit  the  gardens 
in  your  vicinity  and  try  please  to  add.  a  member  or  two  from 
among  your  friends.  I  can  assure  you  your  officers  will  appre¬ 
ciate  it. 

H  IL  Everett,  President. 


REPORT  OF  BALLOTING 
DECEMBER,  1937 

The  votes  for  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  stand  as 


follows : 

J.  P.  Fishburn _ 398 

Henry  Lee  Grant _  395 

David  F.  Hall _  400 

W.  J.  McKee__, _  398 

D.  A.  Atkinson  (“write-in- vote”) _  1 


Dr.  C.  Stuart  Gager,  Chairman- 

REPORT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  IN 
THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

DECEMBER  8,  1937 

■  The  first  bill  letter  this  year  will  not  be  sent  out  until  Janu¬ 
ary,  so  that  there  are  only  12  renewals  for  1938 ;  25  new  mem¬ 
bers  have  paid  for  1938  memberships.  In  addition  there  are  72 
Life  Members;  30  Free  and  Exchange  Members;  24  1938  Tri¬ 
ennials  ;  25  1939  Triennials,  making  a  total  membership  on  this 
date  of  188  for  the  year  1938.  Total  membership  for  1937  as  of 
December  8  is  924.  On  the  same  date  last  year  it  was  866. 

Ten  members  resigned  during  1937.  Three  deaths  during  1937 
were  reported:  Mr.  George  R.  Goodwin,  Hartford,  Connecticut; 
Dr.  J.  A.  MacMillan,  Detroit,  Michigan;  and  Rev.  Charles  E.  S. 
Rassay,  Richfield,  N.  Y. 

B.  Y.  Morrison,  Secretary. 
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AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
PROFIT  AND  LOSS  STATEMENT 
Dec.  1,  1936,  to  Nov.  30,  1937 


INCOME 

Annual  Membership  _ $2,211.15 

Triennial  Membership  _  195.50 

Sustaining  Membership  _  30.00 

English  Iris  Society _  48.91 

Check  Lists  _ ... _  8.00 

Dykes  _  23.10 

Addisonia  _  4.00 

Sale  of  Bulletins _ L _  81.01 

Advertisements  _  199.50 

Income  on  Bonds _  352.45 

Interest  on  Life  Fund _  36.12 

Miscellaneous  _  5.35 


TOTAL  _ 

EXPENSE 

Administrative  _ 

Steno.  and  Type.  _ 

Publishing  and  Cuts 

Stationery  _ _l _ 

English  Iris  Society. 

Medals  _ 

Miscellaneous  _ 


$3,195.09 


$162.18 

370.00 

1,762.79 

299.11 

42.98 

143.40 

35.92 


TOTAL  _  $2,816.38 

NET  PROFIT,  one  year _  $378.71 


AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

December  1,  1937 

Cash  in  Chemical  Bank _ $1,020.80 

Cash  in  Life  Fund  Account _ 2,018.82 

BONDS 

Cleveland  Union  _ $1,000.00 

Northern  Pacific  _  500.00 

Paramount  Broadway  _ r_  1,000.00 

Treasury  3^4  _  650.00 

Treasury  3%  _ _ 1,500.00 

Treasury  2%  _  2,000.00 

Home  Owners  Loan _ 1 _ _  1,950.00 

- -  8,600.00 

TOTAL  _  $11,639.62 

Richardson  Wright,  Treasurer . 
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REGIONAL  REPORTS 


Mrs,  Herman  E.  Lewis^  Massachusetts 

A  Pilgrimage  to  New  England  Iris  Gardens 
■  We  had  a  most  difficult  summer  here  in  New  England.  Irises 
started  well,  but  a  late  freeze  stunted  many  of  the  early  stalks. 
At  Dawning  came  up  in  my  garden  at  first,  with  two  short  stalks, 
which  rather  discouraged  me,  for  two  beautiful,  enormous  blooms 
were  way  down  in  the  foliage,'  but  later  other  stalks  appeared, 
grew  up  and  bloomed  wonderfully. 

Following  our  custom  of  the  last  three  summers,  we  decided 
to  make  pilgrimages  to  the  various  gardens  in  the  Region,  and  the 
Judges  thought  best  to  do  their  rating  at  the  same  time,  as  the 
gardens  are  too  far  apart  to  visit  twice.  Not  to  burden  our  hos¬ 
tesses,  we  agreed  to  take  box  lunches. 

New  England  gardens  do  not  all  bloom  at  the  same  time 
usually,  but  this  year  some  were  late,  and  others  were  early,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  real  iris  bunching  at  the  top,  making  it  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  arrange  the  dates,  so  that  each  garden  would  be  seen 
at  its  best. 

The  date  of  the  visit  to  the  Kellogg  garden  was  changed  twice. 
Arrangements  were  made  before  I  went  to  Wilmington  for  send¬ 
ing  out  the  postals  to  all  New  England  members  giving  the  dates 
that  the  various  gardens  would  be  seen,  in  order  that  all  might 
have  ample  notice,  and  they  were  to  be  mailed  while  I  wras  away. 

The  Kelloggs  felt,  at  first,  that  May  29th  would  be  the  best  date 
for  Over-the- Garden- Wall,  and  May  3rd,  on  my  way  to  the 
Annual  Meetings,  we  stopped  at  West  Hartford  to  see  how  things 
were  coming  on.  Only  a  few  late  dwarfs  and  intermediates  were 
in  bloom.  A  lovely  clump  of  Doxa  greeted  us  as  we  entered  the 
garden;  among  the  newer  dwarfs  was  a  beautiful  dark  purple 
of  Sass ’s,  I  think,  and  that  lovely  Snow  Maiden  of  Chadwick’s; 
among  the  intermediates,  Papio,  28  inches  tall,  with  standards  of 
pansy-purple  and  violet  carmine  falls,  Ta-wa,  a'  pale  yellow,  and 
Cosette,  a  beautiful  large  white,  of  good  substance,  all  three  were 
H.  P.  Sass’s ;  Red  Orchid,  a  dark  red  of  J.  P.  Sass’s  received  an 
■H.M.  in  1930. 

It  seemed  to  Mrs.  Kellogg  and  Bill  then,  that  June  1st  was  a 
safer  date  for  the  pilgrimage,  than  May  29th.  On  my  way  home, 
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May  29th,  I  stopped  again  at  Hartford,  and  the  garden  was  in 
full  bloom,  and  very  lovely,  as  that  garden  always  is.  Hartford 
and  Haverhill  are  a  long  ways  apart,  too  far  for  me  to  return  on 
the  first  of  June,  especially  as  we  were  to  go  back  to  Worcester 
on  the  second,  but  I  saw  as  much  as  I  could,  although  I  could 
not  linger  as  long  as  I  would  have  liked. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  tell  you  of  all  the  beautiful  irises  that 
we  saw  on  our  journeyings.  I  assume  that  the  members  are  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  about  the  new  irises  that  are  coming  out,  and 
in  this  report  I  shall  try  to  confine  myself  to  the  newest  things, 
there  are  so  many  of  those,  and  if  I  once  begin  on  the  older  lovely 
things,  there  will  be  no  stopping  place. 

The  29th  was  a  wonderful  day  at  Hartford,  and  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  everybody  could  not  have  been  there  on  that  day.  One 
of  the  choice  irises  that  I  saw,  that  day,  was  Mountain  Snow, 
which  we  raved  over  as  a  seedling  in  1936,  a  beautiful,  ruffled 
white,  standing  up  tall  and  straight,  unaffected  by  any  weather ; 
Amigo,  older  but  still  not  well  enough  known,  very  lovely  with 
its  pale  violet  standards,  and  velvety,  darker  falls  edged  lighter, 
verily  a  B.  Y.  Morrison  that  has  much  improved  with  the  years, 
not  tall  but  compelling;  Attye  Eugenia,  ivory  white,  large  with  a 
bright  gold  beard  of  heavy  texture ;  well-domed  Beowulf,  the 
first  maroon  iris,  a  large  early  self,  tall  and  well  branched,  with 
a  striking  yellow  beard,  a  descendant  of  Grace  Sturtevant,  but 
far  better ;  Eilah,  which  some  think  is  the  best  yellow,  tall  and 
fine;  Reibold’s  Blue  Dusk,  rich  and  dark,  well  deserves  its  name; 
Golden  Treasure,  another  of  Schreiner’s  yellows,  creamy,  with 
a  golden  beard,  good  form  and  a  well  branched  stem ;  Mount  Cloud, 
tall  and  stately,  one  of  Milliken’s  California  irises,  had  horizontal 
falls  with  a  pale  beard,  and  also  received  an  H.M.  last  year ; 
Mr.  White’s  Blue  Peter,  most  outstanding;  Schreiner’s  yellow 
Capri,  with  its  domed  and  arched  standards,  and  its  peculiarly 
flaring  falls;  Milliken’s  China  Maid,  from  the  West  Coast,  delicate, 
of  splendid  form  and  height ;  Cincinnati,  a  large  white  of  Dr. 
Ayres’  with  a  soft  yellow  beard,  tall,  well  branched,  carrying 
many  flowers  on  a  stalk;  Jacob  Sass’s  Claribel,  a  hardy,  pure 
white  plicata,  40  inches  tall  with  deep  blue  markings ;  Copper 
Piece,  which  Mrs.  Kellogg  says  is  copper  red,  another  of  the 
1936 ’s  H.M.s,  standing  out  among  the  rest,  a  glowing  mass; 
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these  and  many  more,  helped  to  make  the  garden  a  treasure  spot 
of  gems,  most  entrancing,  but  we  could  no  longer  stay. 

Changing  one  date  made  the  others  come  too  close  together, 
and  our  second  notice  did  not  give  the  members  time  to  make 
their  plans,  so  that  our  numbers  were  smaller  than  we  had  hoped. 

The  second  of  June  was  a  perfect  day,  and  we  started  bright 
and  early  for  Worcester,  and  Mr.  McKee’s  garden.  Here  we 
saw  some  of  his  own  seedlings ;  among  them  Red  Comet,  39 
inches  tall,  a  rich  maroon  self,  with  eight  or  nine  buds  on  a  stalk, 
velvety  falls  and  a  rusty  beard;  the  standards  were  domed  and 
gave  a  coppery-red  effect;  Janet  Butler  was  a  fine  clump  against 
the  retaining  wall  at  the  foot  of  some  stone  steps  leading  to  the 
upper  terrace;  a  new  white  seedling  with  ruffled  standards,  2% 
inches  plus  3%  inches,  was  very  lovely,  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
many  fine  whites,  and  Mr.  McKee  has  named  it  Snow  Belle.  It 
has  three  branches,  the  lowest  starting  8  inches  from  the  ground, 
and  bore  nine  buds  to  a  stalk.  We  ate  our  box  luncheon  under 
the  trees,  and  Mrs.  McKee  gave  us  our  choice  of  coffee,  or  any¬ 
thing  we  liked.  The  garden  was  unusually  beautiful  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

After  luncheon,  we  started  back  toward  Boston,  coming  first  to 
Mr.  Gage’s  Sunnyside  Gardens  at  Natick,  where  we  always  find 
worthwhile  things.  Frank  Adams,  a  Lapham  iris,  47  inches  tall, 
was  a  vigorous  plant  of  wonderful  garden  effect,  with  its  sparkling 
yellow  standards  and  golden  beard  on  a  rosy  fall,  quite  unusual; 
here  we  saw  a  wonderful  clump  of  Lady  Gage,  which  is  a  rapid 
multiplier;  Gloriole,  of  course,  in  all  its  delicate  beauty,  reigned 
supreme;  Christabel,  a  brilliant  red,  which  received  an  H.M.  last 
year;  Crystal  Beauty,  a  low-branching  fine  white,  of  Jacob  Sass’s, 
vigorous  and  free  flowering;  Rosy  Wings,  a  fragrant,  light  brown 
iris;  Mr.  Gage  always  seems  to  have  the  tallest,  most  beautiful 
Siberians  in  his  garden  and  this  year  was  no  exception,  they 
seemed  more  striking  than  ever. 

From  Natick  we  went  to  Miss  Sturtevant’s  at  Wellesley  Farms. 
Here  you  are  sure  to  see  good  Californians.  Golden  Amber,  with 
an  orange  beard,  a  seedling  of  Miss  Sturtevant’s,  which  we  saw 
last  year,  furnishes  an  example  of  her  happy  faculty  in  naming 
irises;  Good  Cheer,  a  variegata  introduced  last  year;  Joyous,  a 
pink  and  yellow  blend,  crisp  and  fragrant. 
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I  think  that  we  make  a  mistake  in  always  starting  these  pilgrim¬ 
ages  at  the  Worcester  end.  There  is  never  time  at  the  last  end 
to  see  properly  the  many  beautiful  irises  which  we  always  find 
in  Miss  Sturtevant’s  garden.  It  is  strange,  but  by  the  time  we 
reach  there  we  are  always  hurried.  However,  whatever  else  we 
pass  up,  we  never  overlook  her  delicious  tea  and  sandwiches.  I 
vote  that  next  year  we  start  at  the  Boston  end. 

But  we  must  hurry  on  to  Mr.  Donahue’s,  at  Newton  Lower 
Falls,  as  “Time  passes  on.” 

One  of  the  first  irises  that  we  saw  in  the  Donahue  garden  was 
a  fine  clump  of  Charlotte  Lee,  40  inches  tall.  Charlotte  is  a 
sister  of  Polar  King,  with  ruffled  orchid  standards  and  the  falls 
a  little  darker  set  off  by  a  yellow  beard.  This  was  a  third  year 
plant;  color  and  substance  were  excellent,  with  myriads  of  blooms, 
a  splendid  garden  plant,  I  should  judge,  if  it  does  as  well  in  other 
gardens;  we  saw  nice  clumps  of  Blue  June,  40  inches  tall  and 
Stratosphere,  an  intermediate,  30  inches  tall;  Blue  June  has  lovely 
lavender  blue  standards,  a  little  open,  while  the  flaring  falls  are 
slightly  darker,  and  the  beard  is  golden;  it  branches  very  low 
and  is  quite  outstanding  in  the  garden. 

Just  here  it  began  to  rain,  and  as  it  did  not  let  up,  our  sec¬ 
ond  day’s  pilgrimage  was  over.  But  I  went  to  luncheon  later 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donahue,  and  he  showed  me  all  his  treasures. 
Time  seemed  to  mean  nothing  to  him  although  there  were  many 
others  in  the  garden;  another  seedling,  the  Minute  man,  was 
the  color  of  a  Concord  grape  (note  the  clever  choice  of  names, 
for  Minute  Man  stands  on  guard  at  Concord  Bridge)  and 
was  a  sturdy  plant  covered  with  blossoms;  Mr.  Donahue  excels  in 
blues,  and  “Miss  Blue”  is  no  exception.  She  has  wonderful  color 
and  form,  with  velvety  blue,  purple  falls ;  another  one  that  I  saw, 
was  a  sister  seedling  of  Stratosphere,  and  to  my  mind,  much 
more  beautiful,  although  the  flowers  were  smaller,  but  the  color 
was  an  exquisite  clear  blue,  with  flaring  falls  and  the  texture  and 
substance  were  splendid ;  and  the  form  better. 

On  Saturday,  June  5th,  we  pilgrimaged  to  Lowell,  to  see  Mrs. 
Nesmith’s  irises.  Another  lovely,  hot  day,  bright  and  sunshiny! 
So  many  beautiful  irises,  that  it  is  difficult  to  name,  much  less 
describe  all  of  the  newest  ones  seen  there,  and  yet  I  am  sure  that 
all  of  you,  who  are  too  far  away  to  visit  these  noted  gardens, 
want  to  hear  about  them.  But  for  the  most  part  I  must  keep  to 
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these  originations  of  Mr.  Washington  and  Mrs.  Nesmith,  as  the> 
alone  would  make  this  garden  a  Mecca  for  iris  lovers.  It  has 
been  very  gently  suggested  to  me  that  my  report  need  not  be 
long.  Am  I  ever  long?  Do  they  not  know  what  a  wealth  of  rare 
irises  will  b«  seen  by  the  Pilgrims  in  New  England?  And  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  a  report  of  the  Pilgrimages  must  tell  about  what  we 
saw;  otherwise  why  a  report? 

Where  shall  I  begin?  I  cannot  go  alphabetically,  or  it  will 
sound  like  the  Fairmount  Iris  Garden  catalogue,  so  please  forgive 
me,  if  I  play  the  role  of  a  butterfly,  touching  the  flowers  here 
and  there. 

Mrs.  Nesmith’s  Cathedral  Dome  was  a  first  year  plant,  bearing 
great  white  flowers  with  a  yellow  flush,  a  green  midrib  and  an 
orange  beard,  the  standards  3%X2%  inches  and  the  flaring  falls 
4X2%  inches,  on  a  low  branching  stalk;  the  flower  on  Artistry, 
a  Washington  1937  introduction,  was  four  days  old,  an  enormous 
flower,  ashes  of  roses  with  a  gorgeous  yellow  beard,  yellow  styles 
with  brown  venations  on  a  wide  yellow  haft;  Chenoa,  another 
Nesmith  1937  iris,  was  dark  maroon  overcast  black,  the  orange 
beard  making  it  most  striking;  Castilian,  large  and  very  tall,  a 
wine-red  bi-eolor,  with  well  domed  and  ruffled  standards,  and 
semi-flaring  Bordeaux  red  velvety  falls ;  the  yellow  beard  was 
heavy,  and  the  plant  had  five  branches;  a  first  year  plant  of 
Washington’s  Lady  Dimples  had  domed  standards,  primrose  flushed 
pink,  semi-flaring  falls  of  the  same  color,  but  with  a  bright  pink 
dimple  in  the  centre;  Manchu  Prince,  tobacco  brown  ruffled 
standards,  domed  and  closed,  large  flaring  falls  of  a  rich  buff  and 
red  with  blackish  overtones ;  Selerno,  a  late  intermediate  28  inches 
tall,  is  a  rose  buff  blend  with  Bordeaux  red  falls  edged  lighter,  a 
wonderful  garden  plant  at  any  time,  but  an  especially  valuable 
intermediate;  Mrs.  Nesmith’s  wonderful  Snow  Plume,  a  pure 
beautiful  white  seedling  of  Sitka;  deep  rosy  red  Southern  Belle; 
Sub-Deb,  standards  a  clear  light  blue,  like  firm  satin,  with  falls 
a  little  deeper ;  White  Princess,  a  pure  white,  late  intermediate. 

And  we  have  only  just  started  and  it  is  time  for  luncheon 
The  contents  of  the  boxes  were  brought  out,  and  I  am  sure  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nesmith  had  added  thereto/-  Certainly  we  did  not 
carry  the  refreshing  drinks  with  us,  nor  the  regular  buffet  lunch¬ 
eon  that  our  hostess  served.  It  was  all  most  delicious. 

Mr.  Fishburn  of  Roanoke,  our  new  treasurer,  was  there,  and 


as  he  wanted  to  see  as  many  of  the  New  England  gardens  as 
possible,  in  the  short  time  at  his  disposal,  I  left  with  him  and 
Mr.  McKee,  directly  after  luncheon,  to  see  my  garden.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  I  had  a  million  buds,  although  my  husband  chided 
me,  and  said  that  I  should  say  “  thousands,  ”  but  you  know  mil¬ 
lions  make  a  much  taller  story.  Mr.  McKee  thought  that  only 
about  one  third  were  in  bloom. 

That  was  Saturday,  and  the  following  Wednesday,  June  9th, 
was  my  day  and  what  a  gorgeous  day  it  was !  And  if  you  will 
believe  it,  it  seemed  that  all  those  million  buds  had  opened.  Never 
have  my  irises  seemed  to  me  so  beautiful !  And  what  were  they  ? 
Some  of  Doxa  still  stood  by,  Challenger  and  a  beautiful  stand  of 
Desert  Gold.  And  by  the  way,  Desert  Gold  was  still  going 
strong  on  June  16 — Talk  of  long  season  of  bloom!  You  see,  not 
having  seedlings  of  my  own,  I  can  spring  all  of  my  favorites  on 
you,  old  or  new. 

There  were  Arbutus  and  Carnelian,  two  of  Mrs.  Lothrop ’s ; 
Blue  Gown,  and  California  Gold,  the  runner  up  for  the  Dykes 
Medal  this  year ;  the  loveliest  clump  of  Happy  Days  that  I  ever 
saw,  although  it  is  only  fair  to  confess  that  I  have  never  seen 
it  in  California ;  Junaluska  and  Lily  Pons,  I  wish  that  you 
could  all  have  seen  that  bunch  of  Lily  Pons;  a  great  patch  of 
Helios;  that  marvelous  Marquita,  so  different  from  all  others;  and 
did  you  know  that  we  are  indebted  to  Professor  Mitchell’s  initia¬ 
tive  for  having  Marquita?  She  did  not  bloom  for  the  judges, 
but  he  went  back  the  next  day  and  she  was  out.  He  came  home 
and  said  so  much  to  Mr.  Salbach  in  her  favor,  that  the  latter 
ordered  her  and,  although  they  say  “never  buy  an  iris  without 
seeing  it,”  on  the  strength  of  that  story,  I  ordered  it,  and  I  have 
never  been  sorry.  I  never  am.  Isn’t  Professor  Mitchell’s  judg¬ 
ment  better  than  mine?  I  have  many  iris,  beautiful  ones,  that 
I  never  should  have  had,  if  I  had  waited  to  see  them;  there  was 
a  lovely  clump  of  Mellow  Moon  and  the  deepest  orange  Naranja, 
that  I  saw  all  summer;  how  beautiful  and  free  blooming  Sweet 
Alibi  was !  There  was  a  generous  combination  of  Sunol  and 
King  Midas  that  were  outstanding  together;  I  have  always  main¬ 
tained  that  even  Mr.  Washington  cannot  beat  my  Mary  Geddes ; 
Summer  Tan  made  a  beautiful  group,  and  Venus  de  Milo,  Shin¬ 
ing  Waters,  San  Francisco,  all  of  these  and  many  others,  in  great 
splotches  of  color ;  but  beside  these  in  more  modest  quantity, 
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among  the  more  noteworthy  varieties,  were  Copper  Lustre,  China 
Lantern,  Dawning  Day,  Sam  Davis,  Deseret,  Eclador,  not  quite  as 
good  as  last  year,  Eros,  Francesca,  Frivolite,  Seduction,  Sunburst 
which  was  known  last  year  as  the  seedling  R.F.M.,  another  of 
Professor  Mitchell’s  strong  yellows;  another  seedling  of  Professor 
Mitchell’s  a  beautiful  yellow  of  exquisite  texture  that  everyone 
liked,  but  the  Salbachs  refused  to  name;  everyone  wanted  to  see 
Grace  Mohr  and  she  was  a  most  interesting  lady,  beruffled  and 
lined  like  Wm.  Mohr  and  Mohrson,  both  of  which  were  in  bloom; 
Jean  Lafitte  and  Mozambique  were  doing  excellently,  as  were 
Parthenon  and  Gudrun,  two  beautiful  whites;  New  Albion  is  a 
great  favorite  of  mine,  but  as  she  is  smaller  than  her  famous 
sister,  Easter  Morn,  she  does  not  seem  to  attract  the  same  atten¬ 
tion  but  she  is  exqnisiely  dainty,  and  a  fine  grower;  Rubeo  is 
gorgeous  in  the  late  afternoon  sunlight,  and  Honda  is  also  fine; 
Jory’s  Spring  Cloud,  Wasatch,  Peacemaker  a  trio  of  plicatas,  and 
that  lovely  Sunmist  all  were  in  the  parade ;  Golden  Bear,  another 
yellow,  bids  fair  to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  Californians; 
these  and  many  more  helped  to  make  up  the  “million,”  because 
I  have  not  mentioned  any  of  the  old  favorites  that  1  cannot  part 
with;  besides,  many  of  the  buds  came  out  afterwards.  My  sister, 
Miss  Stover,  a  member  of  long  standing,  helped  to  serve  our 
box  luncheon,  under  the  old  apple  trees  in  the  orchard,  and  here 
ended  the  Fourth  Day. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  in  a  pour¬ 
ing  rain,  where  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  and  their  charming  daugh¬ 
ter  made  us  welcome.  It  takes  more  than  rain  to  keep  iris  fans 
indoors,  and  we  saw  the  garden  after  all.  In  addition  to  most  of 
the  irises  that  I  have  already  mentioned  in  other  gardens,  he  had 
some  very  interesting  seedlings  of  his  own.  One  of  them  would 
travel  on  its  name  alone;  Skippy,  rated  very  high,  but  lacking 
fragrance,  it  could  not  rate  100%  anyway;  Dr.  Graves  is  evidently 
one  of  the  choosy  sort,  and  awaits  the  perfect  iris  before  making 
his  debut,  for  he  had  another  interesting  one,  34-35,  a  Mary 
Geddes  X  Selene,  a  lovely  pale  yellow,  of  splendid  form  that  cer¬ 
tainly  should  he  introduced,  but  he  has  promised  us  some  others 
next  year. 

He  took  us  to  see  the  Display  Garden  at  the  High  School,  that 
he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  having  installed.  He  has  not 
been  idle,  either,  in  getting  new  members. 
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Unfortunately  the  rain  forced  ns  to  have  our  luncheon  indoors, 
but  we  had  a  very  jolly  time. 

The  irises  at  Portland,  Maine,  are  usually  about  two  weeks 
later  than  Connecticut  and  Boston,  and  on  another  perfect  day, 
June  16th,  we  went  down  to  Maine,  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tobie’s 
beautiful  Shanunga  Gardens,  on  Cape  Elizabeth. 

And  here  were  more  seedlings,  besides  many  of  the  irises  seen 
everywhere  else,  but  how  differently  everything  looks,  in  that 
soft  atmosphere  that  tells  of  the  nearness  of  salt  water. 

In  this  garden  I  saw  a  truly  lovely  clump  of  Coralie.  Of  the 
seedlings,  Mallorca,  a  pale  blue  lavender,  frosty  self,  with  an 
orange  beard,  a  plant  only  a  year  old,  with  splendid  branching, 
that  bids  fair  to  be  heard  from  later;  Nannie  Hill,  also  a  first 
year  seedling,  yellow  with  straight  hanging  falls,  and  wide 
branching;  Spurwink,  Nannie’s  sister,  almost  a  bi-color,  standards 
fluted  and  domed  Massicot  yellow,  having  a  deeper  rim  and 
orange  centre,  falls  rich  straw  yellow  with  white  sides  and  a 
yellow  beard,  substance  and  texture  excellent,  good  form,  and  all 
the  qualities  that  make  for  a  good  garden  plant. 

We  ate  our  luncheon  up  in  her  lovely  garden  house,  under  the 
cliff  that  makes  her  rock  garden,  and  from  the  windows  we  could 
look  across  the  road  and  see  the  beautiful  iris  garden  spread  out 
below  us,  with  its  living  rainbow  gleaming  in  the  sunshine.  Out 
across  the  lowland  we  drove  to  see  her  Siberians  naturalized  in 
the  grass,  and  so  ended  our  last  Pilgrimage  for  1937. 

But  that  was  not  all  of  our  summer’s  work.  Our  project  for 
having  slides  taken  in  color  went  on  apace,  as  outlined  at  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  we  have  already  gathered  together  some 
beautiful  slides.  We  have  worked  hard,  and  learned  much; 
among  other  things,  that  we  selected  the  most  difficult  flower  in 
our  garden  to  portray,  owing  to  the  infinite  gradations  of  color 
in  the  irises.  Already  wre  have  enough  beautiful  slides  for  a  talk, 
and  also  we  have  had  several  requests  from  Garden  Clubs,  to 
give  our  talk  and  show  our  slides. 

We  are  now  trying  to  find  ways  and  means  to  own  our  own 
equipment,  and  we  have  done  much  investigating  as  to  the  best 
screen  and  projector.  We  have  already  decided  on  a  bead  screen, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  the  best  projector,  but 
how  to  finance  it!  It  will  be  a  distinct  advantage  to  Clubs  not 
to  have  to  pay  extra  for  an  operator,  and  to  us  because  that 
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money  will  help  ns  to  pay  for.  the  best  means  of  showing  our 
slides  at  their  best. 

With  these  talks  and  slides  we  hope  to  arouse  a  greater  inter¬ 
est  among  gardeners  in  the  beauty  of  the  more  perfect  irises 
Already  we  have  received  requests  for  information  as  to  where 
the  better  irises  can  be  purchased,  from  Clubs  that  know  only 
ordinary  seed  catalogue  lists,  and  I  have  forwarded  to  some  of 
our  prominent  commercial  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society 
requests  to  send  catalogues  to  them  for  winter  study.  In  show¬ 
ing  the  pictures,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  stress  the  commercial 
end  of  it,  and  yet  many  of  our  specialist  members  have  responded 
most  generously  to  our  requests  for  funds,  but  by  some  such 
means  as  I  have  suggested  I  think  we  can  be  of  real  assistance 
to  the  dealers ;  and  lastly,  we  hope  by  introducing  the  more  beau¬ 
tiful  things  to  the  general  gardening  public,  we  shall  be  creating 
a  desire  to  know  more  about  them,  which  can  best  be  done  through 
the  American  Iris  Society. 

I  want  to  thank  those  members  who  have  responded  so  gener¬ 
ously  to  the  appeal  of  the  New  England  Region. 

Dr.  George  Reed,  New  York 

A  successful  Iris  Show  was  held  at  Rockefeller  Center  on  May 
28th  and  29th.  There  were  twenty-five  classes  open  for  competi¬ 
tion.  Three  of  these  were  devoted  to  the  Beardless  iris,  and  the 
others  to  the  Bearded.  Among  the  latter,  a  larg  number  of  speci¬ 
men  stalks  of  the  newer  varieties  were  exhibited. 

Mr.  Kenneth  D.  Smith  of  Dongan  Hills,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y., 
exhibited  a  large  number  of  seedlings,  and  the  American  Iris 
Society’s  award  for  the  best  new  seedlings  was  given  to  Ilse 
Louise,  a  clear  yellow  with  golden  bronze  falls  and  an  orange 
beard.  Mr.  Smith  was  awarded  the  silver  medal  of  the  American 
Iris  Society  as  a  sweepstakes  prize,  scoring  seven  first  and  three 
second  prizes  in  the  show. 

Other  prize  winners  were  Mrs.  L.  W.  Kellogg,  West  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Cassebeer,  Blauvelt,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Perry, 
Palisades,  N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  Louis  S.  Levy,  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y. 

The  Long  Island  Horticultural  Society  held  a  meeting,  devoted 
especially  to  the  iris,  at  Rockville  Centre,  Long  Island,  on  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon,  June  5th.  There  was  an  invitation  showing  by 
members  in  six  classes.  A  number  of  interesting  collections  were 
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on  display.  Mr.  H.  R.  Glutzbeck  of  Lynbrook,  Long  Island,  ex¬ 
hibited  several  of  his  very  fine  seedlings  of  Tall  Bearded  iris. 

Some  excellent  specimens  of  Siberian  iris  from  the  Farming- 
dale  Iris  Garden  were  put  on  display.  Varieties  of  Iris  laevigata 
were  taken  from  the  Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden.  Many  of  those 
present  participated  in  the  informal  discussions. 

An  informal  meeting  of  this  organization  was  held  at  Farming- 
dale,  Long  Island,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June  26th,  to  view  the 
extensive  collection  of  Japanese  iris  growing  there.  In  the  gar¬ 
den  proper  approximately  245  varieties  of  Japanese  iris  are  grow¬ 
ing.  In  the  Propagation  Sections  nearby  many  other  varieties  are 
represented,  as  well  as  additional  plants  of  most  of  those  in  the 
garden.  The  plants  were  in  their  prime,  and  the  display  was 
unusually  fine. 

The  Farmingdale  Iris  Garden  is  a  cooperative  project  of  the 
New  York  State  Institute  of  Applied  Agriculture  on  Long  Island 
and  the  Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden.  An  extensive  collection  of 
Bearded  and  Beardless  iris  varieties  and  species  has  been  planted. 
The  Siberian  plants,  more  than  sixty  different  kinds,  made  a  good 
showing  in  early  June. 

John  C.  Wister,  Pennsylvania 

I  believe  that  the  annual  meeting  in  Wilmington  with  its  visits 
to  gardens  has  already  been  reported  for  the  Bulletin,  but  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  repeat  that  our  members  who  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  seemed  to  enjoy  it  greatly.  Irises  certainly  have 
never  been  shown  in  a  more  beautiful  setting  than  in  the  Long- 
wood  greenhouses  of  Mr.  Pierre  S.  du  Pont.  The  exhibition  was 
not  large  in  comparison  to  some  of  those  that  have  been  held  in 
the  west,  but  the  quality  was  good  and  the  display  of  new  varieties 
most  interesting. 

I  cannot  recall  that  the  members  of  the  society  ever  stayed 
together  as  long  as  they  did  at  the  time  of  this  meeting.  Gardens 
were  to  be  seen  for  four  days  and  every  one  of  them  was  inter¬ 
esting.  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  number  of  members  got 
smaller  by  the  last  day  for  we  all  know  how  difficult  it  is  for 
busy  people  to  get  away  for  such  meetings  at  all.  The  few  who 
did  go  to  the  two  beautiful  public  gardens  in  Plainfield  and  in 
Montclair  will  certainly  long  remember  those  visits  as  a  fitting 
climax. 


The  1937  Iris  Exhibition 


There  is  little  that  I  can  add  as  to  news  from  this  region  since 
the  time  of  the  annual  meeting.  I  have  seen  only  a  few  of  the 
members  since  that  time  and  pass  on  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  for  the  information  of  the  members  at  large  the 
fact  that  those  that  I  have  talked  to  feel  that  the  society  should 
not  in  the  future  expect  as  much  hospitality  as  it  did  this  year. 
It  is  not  that  such  hospitality  is  not  delightful  to  receive  and  for 
those  who  can  afford  it  delightful  to  extend,  but  rather  the  fact 
that  members  in  more  distant  places  may  feel  hesitant  in  the 
future  about  inviting  the  society  because  they  will  feel  under 
obligation  to  keep  up  with  the  Joneses  who  have  gone  before. 

I  was  glad  to  note  this  reaction  in  those  members  that  I  have 
talked  to  because  as  long  ago  as  our  first  annual  meeting  in  Free¬ 
port  I  waged  a  losing  fight  on  this  subject.  I  begged  the  Freeport 
members  to  allow  each  member  to  pay  his  or  her  own  way,  but 
I  was  overruled  by  those  who  wished  to  offer  us  the  beautiful 
banquet  at  the  Freeport  Country  Club.  It  was  a  very  pleasant 
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occasion  and  I  know  every  one  enjoyed  it,  but  I  felt  at  the  time 
and  still  feel  had  each  person  paid  his  own  way  that  there  might 
not  have  been  as  much  hesitation  in  other  sections  in  inviting  us. 

Since  1920  the  society  has  met  in  many  different  sections  of 
the  country  and  often  in  quite  small  places  where  there  were 
only  a  few  members.  It  seems  to  me  important  that  such  small 
places  or  even  smaller  ones  should  be  chosen  often  in  the  future. 
We  should  encourage  such  invitations  and  not  frighten  our  would- 
be  hosts  by  making  them  think  they  must  do  too  much  for  us. 

J.  Marion  Shull,  Maryland 

Last  year,  as  Regional  Vice  President  of  this  area  I  made  such 
a  full  report,  along  with  a  running  commentary  on  what  I  had 
seen  to  such  perfection  “  Over-The-Gar den- Wall”  that  there  does 
not  seem  sufficient  warrant  for  further  critical  comment  on  vari¬ 
eties  as  then.  Though  I  attended  the  Annual  Meeting,  enjoyed 
the  superb  hospitality  of  the  fine  gardens  and  people  about  Wil¬ 
mington  ;  saw  a  fine  room  display  of  iris  at  “Longwood” ;  there 
was  nothing  with  regard  to  the  iris  themselves  that  I  had  not 
seen  to  equal  or  greater  advantage  at  the  Kellogg  garden  a  year 
earlier,  so  there  was  little  temptation  to  add  much  in  the  way  of 
varietal  notes.  I  shall  therefore  leave  further  comment  on  the 
annual  round-up  and  pilgrimages  to  other,  more  capable  hands 
and  devote  my  energies  to  the  more  local  situation. 

Weather  is  always  a  maker  or  breaker  of  any  iris  show  and 
this  year  the  Takoma  Park  Horticultural  Society’s  Iris  Show, 
the  only  one  so  far  as  I  know  that  had  A.I.S.  co-operation,  played 
in  luck.  It  was  less  widely  representative  of  the  whole  Region 
than  last  year  but  much  the  best  show  staged  here  for  several 
years.  There  were  three  entries  in  the  100-variety  class  and  all 
exceptionally  good  both  as  to  varieties  and  conditions.  But  there 
was  no  commercial  display  such  as  Mr.  Doub  of  Hagerstown, 
Maryland,  put  on  last  year,  or  as  Mr.  Sheets  used  to  do  in  years 
gone  by. 

With  three  entries  at  100  it  is  perhaps  quite  natural  that  there 
were  none  in  the  50-  or  25-variety  classes,  but  most  of  the  classes 
for  single  stems  were  well  filled  and  competition  in  a  number  of 
cases  quite  keen. 

For  once  competition  was  strong  enough  to  warrant  specifying 
the  winning  varieties.  In  whites,  Purissima  took  first  and  Cygnet 


second  with  fifteen  entries;  with  a  similar  number  of  pinks  en¬ 
tered  Pink  Satin  took  both  first  and  second;  with  twenty-one  light 
seifs,  Buechley’s  Giant  was  first  and  Sensation  second;  while  in 
the  darker  group  Sierra  Blue  and  Baldwin  were  first  and  second 
out  of  seventeen  entries.  Morning  Splendor  won  first  place  in 
the  reds,  but  without  very  great  competition.  In  yellow  seifs 
Jelloway  stood  first  and  Phoebus  second,  in  a  class  that  included 
Happy  Days,  Alta  California,  and  others.  In  the  showing  of  self 
blends  Rose  Ash  was  first  and  Jean  Cayeux  second. 

Largest  class  in  the  show  was  bicolor  blend  where  out  of  thirty- 
five  entries  Sequoiah  took  first  and  Mrs.  Valerie  West  second. 
San  Francisco  was  first  and  Theodolinda  second  among  the 
plicatas,  with  Rheintochter  first  and  Dorothy  Dietz  second  in 
white  bicolors,  a  class  that  is  somewhat  limited  as  to  size. 

Among  the  light  bicolors,  with  seventeen  entries,  El  Capitan 
took  both  places,  and  in  darker  bicolors  Impressario  was  first  and 
Sir  Michael  second  out  of  twenty-four.  Competition  for  yellow 
bicolors  was  slight,  first  place  going  to  Rialgar  and  second  to 
Princess  Victoria  Louise. 

I  have  given  these  details  only  because  there  was  considerable 
competition  and,  by  and  large,  the  material  was  better  than  usual. 
Even  so  it  is  necessary  to  discount  varietal  significance  somewhat 
because  in  a  few  instances  second  place  would  have  gone  to  an¬ 
other  variety  but  for  the  rule  forbidding  two  awards  in  a  given 
class  to  the  same  exhibitor. 

Local  breeding  work  was  not  exhibited  to  any  considerable  ex¬ 
tent  except  as  included  in  other  classes. 

Again,  as  last  year,  I  visited  the  Culpepper  garden  in  Virginia 
where  a  number  of  new  things,  including  Happy  Days,  California 
Gold,  Shah  Jehan,  and  half  a  dozen  more  of  nearly  the  same  vin¬ 
tage,  had  been  added. 

Again  I  found  iris  superbly  grown.  A  large  seedling  area  dis¬ 
played  a  great  variety  of  color.  These,  Mr.  Culpepper  modestly 
declared,  just  about  duplicated  so  far  as  he  could  see  the  general 
run  of  his  garden  of  named  varieties.  It  is  downright  refreshing 
to  find  an  iris  fan  breeding  on  the  scale  here  shown  and  not 
rushing  into  registration  of  new  names !  Some  fifty  feet  or  so  of 
row,  of  two-year-old  Purissima  by  Sophronia  crosses  were  most 
interesting  and  among  them  one  that  I  insisted  he  must  rescue 
and  give  it  a  place  of  its  own.  Whether  or  not  it  is  better  than 
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any  white  I  have  seen  it  is  at  least  different.  It  is  snow  white 
with  petals  of  Sophronia  substance  and  even  wider  flare,  six 
inches  across  as  naturally  held.  Standards  and  falls  are  of  the 
same  dimensions,  two  and  one-fourth  inches  wide  and  two  and 
one-half  inches  long,  giving  fine  proportion  to  the  flower  as  a 
whole.  Beard  is  white  at  tip  but  gradually  reaches  a  rich  yellow 
deeper  down.  Yeining  is  yellow  on  faintly  olivaceous  ground, 
not  at  all  conspicuous ;  crests  medium,  fringed ;  spathe  valves 
scarious ;  height  of  stalk  forty-two  inches. 

This  year  I  have  seen  Jelloway  in  four  gardens,  the  producer’s, 
that  of  Mr.  Simmons  at  Takoma  Park,  of  Mr.  Watkins  at  Somer¬ 
set,  and  in  my  own.  It  is  of  course  not  given  to  any  of  us  to  see 
all  the  new  yellows  as  they  arrive  and  if  I  declare  Jelloway  once 
again  the  finest  truly  yellow  iris  yet  produced,  it  is  with  the 
apologetic  admission  that  I  have  not  seen  them  all,  particularly 
not  the  Hanes  announcement  of  last  year  but  which  his  neighbor, 
after  seeing  Jelloway,  tells  me  is  a  lighter  yellow,  nor  Mr.  White’s 
Chosen  from  the  West  Coast. 

I  saw  Jelloway  in  the  Watkins  garden  at  forty-two  inches, 
growing  along  with  Alta  California,  Eclador,  California  Gold, 
and  Happy  Days,  all  apparently  equally  well  grown.  As  a  pure 
yellow,  the  others  are  not  in  the  same  class  with  Jelloway.  Alta 
California  is  classified,  and  quite  properly,  as  a  blend.  To  all 
practical  purposes  it  and  Eclador,  both  issued  in  the  same  year, 
the  one  in  California  and  the  other  in  France,  are  identical  in 
flower  with  Alta  California  six  inches  taller  (50  inches)  than 
Eclador,  as  seen  here  on  May  20.  California  Gold  was  not  so 
brilliant  here  in  partial  shade  as  I  had  seen  it  at  the  Kellogg  gar¬ 
den  last  year,  and  is  of  course  considerably  modified  by  the  vein- 
ing  at  the  throat.  Happy  Days,  a  second  year  clump,  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  two  or  three  good  stems  at  a  height  of  thirty-eight 
inches.  Flowers  large  and  of  pleasing  form  if  you  like  the  some¬ 
what  ruffiy  W.  R.  Dykes  type  of  bloom.  It  is  a  fine  flower,  but  its 
general  effect  is  not  a  clear  yellow.  Its  color  takes  on  a  brownish 
cast.  It  is  larger  than  Alta  California,  but  the  standards  are 
hardly  as  good  in  color  though  the  falls  are  better.  Both  Happy 
Days  and  Jelloway  could  profit  by  better  substance.  They  are 
large  flowers,  and  substance  is  only  fair  to  good  for  such  size. 

Both  Mr.  Parker  and  myself  feel  that  if  we  could  fortunately 
combine  the  color  of  Jelloway  with  the  substance  of  Moon  Magic 
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we  should  then  score  another  advance  and  be  near  tops  so  far  as 
yellow  goes.  I  might  add  that  in  both  our  gardens  reciprocal 
crosses  are  coming  forward  with  that  object  in  mind.  However, 
we  are  not  counting  our  chickens  before  they  are  hatched,  but  we 
are  having  a  lot  of  fun  speculating.  Certainly  the  yellow  game 
is  not  yet  played  out  by  any  means. 

I  have  had  no  detailed  reports  from  outlying  points  in  Region 
4  except  from  Mr.  Doub  at  Hagerstown,  who  excuses  his  absence 
from  our  local  show  here  by  saying  that  the  Takoma  Park  show 
usually  comes  just  about  one  week  too  soon  for  them  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Part  of  his  letter  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from 
direct.  He  says,  “A  mild  winter  and  abundance  of  rainfall  at 
the  right  time,  unaccompanied  by  high  winds  or  violent  storm, 
made  our  irises  very  fine.  We  had  Dog  Rose,  Pink  Satin,  Neon 
and  Rubeo  on  54  inch  stalks.  The  California  irises  did  wonder¬ 
fully  well,  Purissima,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  Sacramento. 
Happy  Days  and  California  Gold  were  splendid.  Grace  Mohr 
showed  up  three  times  as  tall  as  William  Mohr  and  equally  as 
large  but  color  difference  was  negligible.  We  liked  Indigo  Bun¬ 
ting.  Tint  O’  Tan  did  not  bloom,  and  neither  did  Valor  (of 
which  we  had  a  dozen  rhizomes) —the  only  two  irises  in  the  whole 
garden  that  did  not  bloom.” 

Mrs.  James  Bachman,  Georgia 

During  the  past  five  years  it  has  been  my  practice  as  Regional 
Vice  President  to  render  a  report  in  person  at  each  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  Moreover  the  space  in  the  Bulletin  this  year  which  might 
fairly  be  assigned  to  my  Region  has  been  profitably  employed  by 
communications  from  Mr.  Graham  in  Georgia,  Mrs.  Blake  in 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wister’s  able  and  interesting  discussion 
of  iris-growing  in  North  Carolina. 

It  is  fitting  therefore  that  this  letter  from  me  be  both  brief 
and  informal. 

Indeed  that  which  prompts  me  to  write  at  all  is  to  extend  cor¬ 
dial  welcome  to  those  who  will  visit  our  region  this  winter  and 
particularly  during  iris  time  in  the  spring.  I  want  those  who 
include  Atlanta  in  their  itinerary  to  tarry  at  least  long  enough  to 
inspect  three  fine  gardens.  We  can  boast  of  them  by  the  score 
but  just  now  I  must  limit  my  reference  to  three  unique  and  ex¬ 
ceptionally  charming  gardens. 


One  of  these  gardens  is  in  the  heart  of  down-town  Atlanta.  It 
embellishes  a  rare  old  Southern  home  which  has  resisted  the  en¬ 
croachment  of  commerce.  It  has  often  seemed  to  me  that  it  has 
lingered  behind  just  to  supply  its  beauty  and  fragrance  where 
otherwise  the  environment  of  those  who  toil  might  seem  drab  and 
sordid.  Enclosed  with  boxwoods  this  southern  garden  contains 
many  of  the  best  irises  and  hemerocallis  to  be  found  in  America. 
Each  year  the  best  new  irises  are  added.  The  entire  collection  is 
now  outstanding.  Mrs.  W.  P.  Hill  (a  member  of  Peachtree  Gar¬ 
den  Club)  gives  the  garden  her  personal  supervision  and  is  most 
gracious  in  her  hospitality. 

Then  there  is  another  garden  the  visitor  should  see. 

In  the  shadow  of  Georgia’s  famous  Stone  Mountain  is  the 
country  home  of  Mrs.  John  Lewis  Kilgore  who  is  affectionately 
known  in  our  territory  as  our  “Dean  of  Iris  Growers.” 

The  view  of  Stone  Mountain  from  Mrs.  Kilgore’s  garden  is 
entrancing  and  unforgettable. 

The  plan  of  the  garden  follows  the  pattern  of  Stratford  Hall, 
in  Virginia,  justly  famed  as  the  home  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  Eight 
intersecting  paths  radiating  from  an  oval  bed  conform  to  the 
original  plan  as  shown  in  old  pictures  and  drawings. 

The  third  garden  is  that  of  Mr.  Sam  Graham  in  Rome  where 
the  latest  iris  can  always  be  found  growing  to  perfection.  The 
ratings  of  accredited  A.I.S.  judges  given  to  specimens  in  the 
above  and  other  gardens  in  this  region  have  surprised  our  New 
England  judges,  the  obvious  reason  being  that  they  have  not 
familiarized  themselves  with  what  we  have  actually  accomplished. 

Every  year  the  judges  of  this  region  visit  the  “Gardens  of 
Graham” — the  home  of  our  beloved  and  now  physically  enfeebled 
director. 

This  year  when  we  were  Mr.  Graham’s  guests  his  gardens  were 
at  their  heighth  for  the  season  which  was  a  poor  one  in  the  South. 
A  lovely  luncheon  followed  our  tour  of  his  gardens. 

Our  ratings  were  high  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  same 
varieties  inspected  the  following  week  at  Nashville  in  the  gardens 
of  Kirkland,  Williams,  and  others. 

As  we  continued  our  journey  on  to  Wilmington,  stopping  here 
and  there  en  route,  wre  came  to  believe  that  Gudrun,  Par  West 
and  many  others,  just  naturally  grow  taller  for  us  in  Georgia 
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than  for  our  New  England  neighbors.  We  took  an  average  of 
our  ratings  on  each  iris  for  our  final  report. 

Mrs.  Silas  Waters,  Ohio 

Mrs.  Waters,  Regional  Vice-President,  opened  the  meeting  by 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  meetings  of  American  Iris  Society 
members  of  the  region,  and  stressing  the  importance  and  desirabil¬ 
ity  of  mutual  helpfulness.  She  thanked  Mrs.  Nissley  and  the 
Detroit  members  for  their  support  and  interest  in  the  meeting, 
and  Miss  Williamson  and  Mr.  Cook  for  arranging  for  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Lindsley,  Toledo,  whose  father  was  an  iris  hybridizer  be¬ 
fore  him,  gave  an  interesting  account  of  some  of  his  experiments 
in  growing  and  breeding  irises.  He  stated  that  irises  dominated 
his  garden  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  shrubbery.  His  meth¬ 
od  of  breeding  has  been  to  build  up  pure  lines  through  close  mat¬ 
ings,  followed  by  crossing  between  such  lines.  He  has  introduced 
none  of  his  seedlings. 

New  seedlings  that  go  all  to  stem,  without  producing  side  fans 
to  perpetuate  the  plant,  can  apparently  be  saved  in  some  in¬ 
stances.  If  the  plant  can  be  made  to  set  a  capsule,  so  as  to  keep 
the  stem  alive,  and  if  the  soil  is  hilled  up  an  inch  or  so  around 
the  base  of  the  plant,  and  kept  moist  during  the  summer,  side 
fans  may  show  up  during  the  fall. 

In  an  experiment  to  determine  the  effect  of  acid  and  alkaline 
soils  on  red  and  blue  flower  color,  the  variety  Crimson  Glow  was 
planted  in  two  plots,  one  acidified  to  pH5  with  tannic  acid,  the 
other  made  alkaline  to  pH9.  No  effect  on  flower  color  was  noted 
in  either  the  first  or  second  year,  though  the  plants  suffered  in  the 
acid  soil. 

Mr.  Lindsley  ended  his  talk  with  an  account  of  his  experiences 
in  pollinating  Wm.  Mohr. 

A  discussion  by  various  members  on  how  to  grow  Purissima 
successfully  (and  incidentally  other  difficult  Californians)  in  this 
region  brought  forth  no  certain  rules  for  success.  In  some  Detroit 
gardens  Purissima  grows  without  care  or  protection ;  in  some  other 
gardens  it  cannot  be  counted  on  even  when  planted  in  a  frame. 
Some  members’  remarks  indicated  that  a  certain  adjustment  to 
climate  might  take  place  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  in  the 
case  of  Purissima. 

Talking  about  yellow  irises,  Mrs.  Nissley  described  Lady  Para- 
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mount — tall  and  fine  in  her  garden.  California  Gold  is  also  good 
in  Detroit.  Good  interest  was  manifested  in  the  newer  yellow 
varieties.  Mrs.  Emigholz  described  some  yellows  and  emphasized 
the  importance  of  color  over  form  in  irises. 

Mrs.  Naas  described  the  hybrid,  Paltec,  a  cross  between  Iris 
pallida  and  Iris  tectorum. 

Mrs.  Waters  urged  missionary  work  in  connection  with  the  iris, 
Mrs.  Nissley  adding  that  one  way  to  create  interest  in  irises  is 
to  stage  public  shows. 

The  meeting  terminated  with  a  showing  of  motion  pictures  in 
color  by  Mr.  Bender,  Detroit,  covering  many  different  gardens. 

The  first  afternoon  was  spent  visiting  the  Williamson  and  Cook 
plantings.  Mrs.  Williamson  and  Miss  Williamson  invited  all  to  a 
buffet  supper,  then  followed  the  regional  meeting. 

The  following  morning,  all  were  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook 
for  breakfast  in  their  garden,  after  which  the  morning  hours  were 
given  to  the  Cook  garden. 

It  is  difficult  to  list  all  the  fine  seedlings  and  named  varieties 
on  display — doubtless,  the  three  outstanding  ones  were  Sable, 
the  new  Cook  introduction  to  be  in  commerce  soon,  the  beautiful 
E.  B.  Williamson  and  Wabash. 

Wabash,  a  striking  Amoena,  grown  by  Miss  Williamson,  is  a 
decided  improvement  on  Dorothy  Dietz,  tall,  of  fine  form,  a  real 
sensation  in  Amoena  types. 

E.  B.  Williamson  is  striking  in  color — fine  form,  of  a  lustrous, 
silky  texture.  Can  best  be  described  as  a  glowing  coppery  red. 
Sable — velvety  black,  blue,  purple,  bids  fair  to  create  a  sensation 
when  it  is  in  commerce. 

Mrs.  Emigholz  brought  with  her  a  seedling  of  Dr.  Ayres  named 
for  Mrs.  Silas  Waters.  This  is  outstanding,  its  large  flowers  of  a 
lovely  light  primrose,  fresh  and  clear  in  its  coloring. 

Region  6  will  make  new  strides  because  of  the  group  of  hybrid¬ 
izers  in  this  section  as  well  as  the  enthusiastic  group  of  amateur 
growers  whose  increasing  interest  was  shown  by  the  attendance  at 
this  Bluffton  meeting. 

Robert  Schreiner,  Minnesota 

Region  8,  which  includes  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  North  and 
South  Dakota,  had  unusually  fine  iris  weather  this  past  year. 
Unfortunately  just  at  iris  show  time  we  had  a  series  of  disastrous 
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winds  which  raised  havoc  with  the  bloom,  which  was  one  of  the 
best  we  have  had  in  recent  years.  Membership  in  this  region 
seems  to  be  growing  slowly  though  the  members  suffer  because  of 
the  great  distances  between  them  making  communication  between 
gardens  quite  difficult. 

However  iris  interest  is  growing.  This  year  an  iris  show  was 
held  for  the  first  time  in  southern  Minnesota  at  Rochester. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock  and  Dr.  Willius  iris 
interest  in  really  taking  a  hold  in  that  flower  loving  city.  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  held  their  18th  annual  iris  show  and  Duluth 
as  usual  put  on  the  show  in  northern  Minnesota.  In  Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee  and  Superior  staged  fine  shows,  while  the  members  of 
the  garden  club  in  Couderay,  Wisconsin,  held  their  second  annual 
iris  exhibit.  Several  iris  shows  are  held  in  North  Dakota  though 
I  do  not  believe  South  Dakota  as  yet  has  held  a  show  with  iris 
as  the  main  attraction. 

Some  of  the  iris  that  showed  up  unusually  well  in  this  region 
were  Amigo,  which  was  one  of  the  great  favorites.  Marco  Polo 
was  distinct  among  the  reds.  Summer  Tan  caught  many  a  per¬ 
son’s  eye  with  its  unusual  sparkle.  Ethiop  Queen,  the  new  black 
iris,  caused  much  comment  from  all  who  saw  it.  City  of  Lincoln, 
with  its  superb  contrast  of  red  and  yellow,  could  not  be  denied  be¬ 
ing  a  standout  in  its  class.  Happy  Days  and  Lady  Paramount  cer¬ 
tainly  ranked  right  at  the  head  of  the  list  in  the  yellows.  This  was 
the  first  year  we  had  really  good  blooms  of  these  two  new  yellows. 
Christabel,  with  its  massive  blooms,  looked  very  good  in  the  red 
class.  Golden  Treasure  really  looked  fine  with  its  distinct  golden 
haft  and  clear  cut  falls. 

Other  iris  that  looked  exceptionally  good  were:  Wabash,  Ballet 
Girl,  Angelus,  Crystal  Beauty,  Snowking,  Directeur  Pinelle,  and 
Exclusive.  There  were  still  others  which  escape  my  memory  at 
present.  On  the  whole  the  1937  iris  season  was  quite  successful. 
In  1938  we  hope  to  add  a  few  more  members  and  to  further  the 
iris  interest  in  those  already  members.  We  trust  our  spring 
weather  will  be  favorable  to  good  bloom  and  we  cordially  invite 
members  to  attend  any  of  the  iris  shows  in  our  region. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Washington,  Kentucky 

Increasing  interest  has  been  shown  in  growing  and  showing 
iris  in  the  region.  Iris  Festival  Week  in  Nashville  was  marked 
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by  the  success  of  our  first  accredited  A.I.S.  show. 

Under  the  capable  guiding  hand  of  Mrs.  Thos.  Nesmith,  of 
Lowell,  Mass.,  the  Nashville  Iris  Association,  Mrs.  Stanley  Horn, 
President,  and  Davidson  County  Horticultural  Society,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Dillon,  President,  gave  a  joint  showing.  The  schedule  was 
patterned  after  the  Boston  Iris  Show. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  awarded  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thos.  A.  Williams  for  the  greatest  number  of  points 
in  the  professional  classes. 

The  bronze  medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  awarded  to 
Mr.  Jesse  Wills  for  the  greatest  number  of  points  in  the  Amateur 
class. 

The  Nashville  Banner  cup  for  the  best  individual  stalk  in  the 
show  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Wentworth  Caldwell  for  his  specimen  of 
Jean  Cayeux. 

Of  possibly  greater  interest  to  iris  growers  were  the  “highly 
commendeds”  awarded  to  James  H.  Kirkland  for  his  seedling 
Burnished  Gold,  Mrs.  James  H.  Kirkland  for  an  unnamed  speci¬ 
men  and  T.  A.  Washington  for  his  seedling  later  named  China 
Clipper. 

About  five  hundred  persons  exhibited  in  the  show  this  year 
and  we  expect  a  large  increase  next  year.  Thirty-two  states  were 
represented  at  the  show  and  in  various  iris  gardens  where  many 
new  and  interesting  seedlings  were  admired,  discussed  and  rated. 

Chattanooga  gave  its  first  accredited  A.I.S.  show.  There  were 
many  lovely  exhibits  and  much  interest  was  shown.  They  are 
also  anticipating  increasing  enthusiasm  for  next  year’s  show. 

Memphis  gave  a  unique  and  beautiful  display.  Although  they 
did  not  have  an  A.I.S.  show  they  had  accredited  judges.  The  dis¬ 
plays  were  arranged  in  outstanding  gardens  selected  for  the  back¬ 
ground  suitable  for  each  floral  exhibit.  The  iris  were  exhibited 
in  a  lovely  iris  garden  where  specimens  were  arranged  in  natural 
settings.  They  were  plainly  labeled  and  hostesses  were  on  hand 
to  answer  the  many  questions  and  guide  visitors  through.  Roses 
and  lilies  were  shown  similarly  in  other  gardens. 

Several  iris  clubs  are  being  organized  in  small  towns  throughout 
this  region.  One  was  recently  organized  at  Donelson,  Tenn., 
under  the  leadeship  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hargis,  Member  of  A.I.S. 

There  has  been  on  the  whole  more  enthusiasm  and  interest  in 
this  region  in  the  intelligent  growing  of  iris  than  ever  before. 
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More  people  are  going  in  for  specimen  iris  as  well  as  increasing 
use  in  landscape  gardening.  Greater  interest  is  being  shown  in 
exhibiting  iris  and  especially  in  making  them  accredited  A.I.S. 
shows. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  a  number  of  iris  fanciers,  es¬ 
pecially  those  managing  the  shows,  that  there  is  a  crying  need  for 
more  accredited  A.I.S.  Judges  throughout  the  South.  It  is,  very 
difficult  for  us  to  get  Judges  for  our, shows  since  most  of  them 
have  to  come  from  the  North  or  East.  We  hope  something  can  be 
done  about  that  this  year. 

David  F.  Hail.  Illinois 

Whoever  or  whatever  regulates  the  rainfall  in  Region  Nine  did 
the  best  job  that  has  been  done  in  the  past  five  years.  We  had 
an  abundance  of  rain,,  well  distributed  during  the  season,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  certain  parts  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
and  even  there  the  rainfall  was  much  in  excess  of  what  they  had 
during  the  previous  two  years.  The  abundance  of  rainfall  and 
normal  temperatures  resulted  in  unusually  tall  bloom  stalks,  large 
flowers,  strong  plant  growth  and  good  increase. 

We  had  an  open  winter,  very  little  snow  in  most  sections, 
frequent  freezing  and  thawing,  resulting  in  much  heaving.  In 
Illinois  we  had  a  very  severe  windstorm  at  the  height  of  our 
blooming  season  that  did  a  lot  of  damage,  but  in  two  or  three 
days  the  bloom  in  our  gardens  was  quite  normal  again. 

Blight  or  scorch  that  was  quite  troublesome  in  this  region  last 
year  almost  entirely  disappeared  this  year.  I  did  not  see  any  of 
it  anywhere  until  September,  when  I  found  a  few  affected  plants 
in  scattered  gardens. 

Fall  bloomers  didn’t  seem  to  do  quite  as  well  this  year  as  last 
year,  but  if  you  visit  Dr.  Wilhelm’s  home  in  Chicago  from  the 
middle  of  September  to  the  middle  of  October  you  will  usually 
find  from  25  to  100  bloom  stalks  in  attractive  containers.  Most 
of  his  Fall  bloomers  are  his  own  seedlings  and  run  through  the 
blue  and  purple  shades,  and  they  have  bloomed  regularly  for  him 
for  the  past  three  years  in  great  quantities. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  bloom  exhibited  at  the  various 
Iris  Shows  this  year  in  Region  Nine  was  above  normal,  and  inter¬ 
est  in  our  favorite  flower  appears  to  be  on  the  increase. 

The  best  way  I  know  to  enthuse  people  over  our  flower  is  to 
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bring  them  into  our  gardens  during  blooming  season,  but  a  close 
second  is  to  show  them  natural  colored  slides  or  movies  of  the 
best  bloom.  I  have  about  150  Kodachrome  35  mm.  slides  of  out¬ 
standing  iris,  iris  gardens  and  iris  personalities,  that  I  have 
shown  at  thirteen  garden  club  meetings.  Several  were  joint  meet¬ 
ings  of  garden  clubs,  with  an  attendance  of  from  two  hundred  to 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  I  noticed  many  people  with  paper  and 
pencil,  making  notes  and  taking  down  the  names  of  various  iris 
shown  on  the  screen,  with  the  evident  intention  of  acquiring  some 
of  them. 

Twenty-four  members  of  The  American  Iris  Society  attended 
a  ‘ ‘ Get-together  Luncheon”  on  October  16th  in  Chicago,  where 
more  than  100  natural  colored  slides  were  shown.  Mr.  Robert 
Schreiner  of  St.  Paul  was  the  principal  speaker,  after  which  we 
had  a  round  table  talk  that  lasted  until  5:00  P.  M. 

Interest  in  iris  breeding  is  on  the  increase,  and  due  to  the 
favorable  growing  season  most  of  the  seedlings  planted  out  this 
year  should  bloom  next  Spring,  together  with  a  large  number  of 
last  year’s  seedlings  that  did  not  bloom  due  to  lack  of  moisture, 
so  we  should  have  a  bumper  crop  of  first  year  bloom  on  seed¬ 
lings  next  Spring. 

Most  members  of  our  Society  are  keenly  interested  in  seedlings 
that  are  particularly  outstanding,  and  I  believe  we  should  con¬ 
sider  the  advisability  of  asking  our  accredited  judges  to  rate  un¬ 
named  seedlings  by  number  that  they  consider  sufficiently  good 
to  be  worthy  of  introduction.  This  might  also  be  of  aid  to  hybrid¬ 
izers  in  obtaining  the  honest  judgment  of  others  as  to  the  merit 
of  their  seedlings  and  possibly  prevent  the  introduction  of  some 
unworthy  iris. 

Mrs.  Gross  R.  Scruggs,  T exas 

The  iris  bloom-season  of  1937  aroused  enthusiasm  and  renewed 
interest  that  had  been  all  but  killed  by  the  adverse  weather  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  past  few  years. 

In  this  vast  Southwest,  where  every  one  hundred  miles  in  any 
direction  marks  decided  differences  in  soil,  temperature,  and  cli¬ 
matic  conditions,  no  definite  assertions  can  be  made  for  the  grow¬ 
ing  of  any  class  of  plants. 

With  the  latitude  of  Dallas  as  a  basis,  deductions  can  only  be 
made  from  reports  from  the  several  sections  of  this  region.  Broad 
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assertions  can  not  be  made,  only  approximate  summaries  suggested. 

Through  the  Central  Sections  of  Texas  indications  seem  to  prove 
that  the  early-flowering  varieties  so  extensively  grown  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  are  usually  injured  by  the  late  frosts,  while  gardens  in  the 
vicinity  of  Austin  report  marked  success  with  them.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  no  information  has  been  sent  me  regarding  their  growth 
in  the  Sections  further  north,  through  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas. 

It  would  not  be  advisable  nor  fair  to  attempt  to  discuss  or 
give  detailed  description  of  the  newer  varieties  in  this  region,  for 
they  have  not  yet  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  developing  their 
merits;  but  every  effort  will  be  made  to  establish  communications 
with  the  conscientious  iris  growers  that  a  satisfactory  record  may 
be  secured  during  the  coming  bloom-season. 

Of  the  Beardless  varieties,  the  Spanish,  Dutch,  and  Siberian 
iris,  whose  blooms  develop  at  mid-season,  have  proved  far  more 
satisfactory  and  dependable  than  any  other  type,  while  the  Louis¬ 
iana,  or  Southern  iris,  have  been  most  disappointing.  Use  of  this 
latter,  a  very  interesting  type,  as  a  garden  favorite  has  yet  to  he 
demonstrated  in  this  section,  although  no  doubt  it  will  prove  of 
value  in  gardens  further  south. 

Carl  Starker,  Oregon 

Early  in  May  I  visited  the  garden  of  Mr.  Fred  De  Forest  at 
Alpine,  Oregon.  At  that  time  his  lovely  native  irises  were  in  full 
bloom.  He  has  a  very  fine  lot  of  plants,  natives  of  southern  Ore¬ 
gon  and  northern  California,  some  of  which  he  has  collected  and 
some  he  has  obtained  by  hybridization.  They  are  in  exquisite 
shades  of  yellow,  buff  and  pink  overlaid  with  yellow  and  buff. 
He  is  also  doing  some  very  interesting  work  on  a  line  of  yellow 
seedlings  in  the  tall  bearded  iris  group,  but  unfortunately  I  was 
too  early  to  see  these  in  bloom. 

Our  visit  to  the  Weed  and  Cooley  gardens  were  a  little  too 
late  to  see'  the  best  blooms,  but  the  ones  which  we  did  see  were 
surely  very  fine. 

At  Weed’s  we  were  unfortunately  just  too  late  to  see  their 
fine  new  yellow  seedling  which  they  intend  to  name  Oregon  Gold. 
The  flower  had  just  been  cut  and  taken  to  the  photographer,  but 
Mr.  Weed  told  us  that  it  is  a  very  fine  large  yellow  of  good  form 
and  substance  with  seven  flowers  on  a  well  branched  stalk.  We 
did,  however,  see  a  number  of  other  seedlings  of  great  interest 
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among  which  were  Beauty’s  Shrine,  Pearl  Lustre,  Wonder  Child 
and  Prince  Amba. 

Of  other  irises,  Copper  Lustre,  Golden  Light,  Golden  Treasure, 
Happy  Days  and  Winter  Moon  particularly  attracted  our  atten¬ 
tion. 

We  went  next  to  Cooley’s,  where  we  found  it  hard  to  decide 
which  of  the  many  varieties  still  in  bloom  were  really  superior. 
After  much  looking  about  among  his  fine  beds,  and  much  cogita¬ 
tion,  we  decided  that  of  all  the  irises  which  were  in  bloom  at  the 
time  of  our  visit  we  liked  the  following  varieties  best:  Brunhilde, 
California  Gold,  Copper  Lustre,  Happy  Days,  Gloriole,  Far  West, 
Golden  Helmet,  Golden  Treasure,  Rebellion  and  Naranja.  We 
missed  seeing  Ormohr  in  bloom  here,  but  saw  it  in  Dr.  Kleinsorge’s 
garden  which  we  visited  next. 

It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  an  iris  more  lovely  than  Ormohr, 
and  in  addition  to  its  beauty,  it  is  unique  on  account  of  its 
Oncocyclus  blood.  It  lacks  the  distinct  veining  of  Wm.  Mohr, 
but  more  than  makes  up  for  this  in  the  size  of  its  flower  and  the 
length  of  its  sturdy  stem. 

We  also  saw  Treasure  Island  which  we  had  missed  at  Cooley’s. 
It  is.  an  attractive  warm  blend  of  fine  form  and  substance. 

Dr.  Kleinsorge  showed  us  a  number  of  his  new  seedlings,  among 
which  were  many  beautiful  blends.  We  were  particularly  inter¬ 
ested  in  No.  227,  a  lavender  copper  seedling,  No.  192,  an  apricot 
which  he  thinks  of  introducing  next  year,  and  No.  188,  a  soft 
tan-cocoa  and  lavender  blend  with  very  fine  branching. 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  EXHIBITION  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Karcher 
HEMET,  CALIF. 

■  Hemet  is  an  interior  valley  town  lying  nearly  one  hundred 
miles  east  of  Los  Angeles  at  the  foot  of  the  San  Jacinto  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  picture  is  typically  Californian — Orange  trees  laden 
with  fruit  beneath  snow-capped  peaks.  Apricots,  peaches,  wal¬ 
nuts,  olives,  hay  and  grain,  alfalfa  and  beet  seed  are  other  prod¬ 
ucts.  One  of  the  world’s  largest  commercial  rose  gardens  displays 
acres  and  acres  of  bloom  and  rose  plants  are  shipped  by  the  car 
load. 

Home  flower  gardens  abound  and  iris  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
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flowers.  The  local  woman’s  club  sponsors  an  annual  Spring  flow¬ 
er  show  and  the  iris  display  is  one  of  the  main  features.  One  of 
the  Junior  High  teachers  offered  a  silver  cup  for  the  best  iris 
of  the  show.  It  went  the  first  year  to  J.  J.  Dean.  Then  in  suc¬ 
cession  to  Caterina,  Maurine,  Alcazar,  Caterina  again,  last  year 
to  San  Francisco,  and  this  year  to  William  Mohr. 

Which  brings  us  to  this  year’s  show  with  perhaps  the  best  iris 
display  yet.  The  awards  were  as  follows: 

Bearded  Iris : 

Specimen  stalk: 

1st  to  Marjorie  (exhibitor  Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Howard). 

2nd  to  Mme.  Claude  Monet  (exhibitor  Marjorie  Brown). 

3rd  to  Magnifica  (exhibitor  Mrs.  Elmore  Wilson). 

Three  stalks,  one  variety: 

1st  to  Caterina  (exhibitor,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Armedson). 

2nd  to  Santa  Clara  (exhibitor  Miss  M.  Irene  Muller). 

3rd  to  San  Souci  (exhibitor  Mrs.  Alex  Tricker). 

Siberian  Iris : 

1st  to  Emperor  (exhibitor  M.  Brown). 

2nd  to  Sibirica  (exhibitor  Mrs.  David  K.  White). 

Other  iris: 

Meritorious  award  to  Wattii  and  tectorum.  Special  men¬ 
tion  to  9  varieties  of  pogoniris  seedlings  in  basket  (ex¬ 
hibitor  Mrs.  White).  Special  mention  to  vase  bouquet  of 
mixed  bulbous  flowers  including  several  varieties  of  grand 
Dutch  iris. 

Best  iris  of  the  show : 

Silver  cup  to  William  Mohr  (exhibitor  Miss  Marjorie 
Brown). 

The  judges  were  Mrs.  Albert  Clemens  of  Fall  Brook,  Calif.,  and 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Metzger  of  Indianapolis. 

Many  asked  why  the  cup  went  to  William  Mohr  when  there 
were  so  many  much  taller,  more  floriferous  iris  on  display,  loads 
of  Caterina  which  is  very  plentiful  here  and  often  grows  shoul¬ 
der-high,  Ballerina,  Lord  Lambourne,  San  Gabriel,  Midgard, 
Souv.  de  Mme.  Gaudichau,  Messaline,  Edouard  Michel,  Sandia,  etc. 
I  explained  that  the  judges  evidently  knew  iris  and  no  doubt 
fixed  on  William  Mohr  not  only  because  of  its  great  beauty  of 
patterned  color,  form,  substance  and  texture,  but  because  they 
knew  it  to  be  the  rare  hybrid  it  is  between  two  distinct  iris  species. 
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Miss  Brown,  whose  William  Mohr  took  the  cnp,  is  assistant  in 
Hemet’s  public  library.  Iris  has  been  her  hobby  for  several 
years,  but  this  is  the  first  time  she  has  exhibited.  Her  entries 
added  much  to  the  display.  She  has  raised  some  seedlings  from 
a  mixed  packet  of  seed,  among  them  the  Vesper  Iris  which  has 
bloomed  two  summers. 

Among  my  seedlings  was  one  from  Yellow  Moon  which  I  have 
hopes  of.  It  has  good  form  and  substance,  fair  size,  and  the  color 
is  distinct  from  anything  I  know  in  iris,  a  lovely  shade  of 
amethyst,  blue  mauve  or  mauve  No.  2.  It  is  a  self,  the  color  go¬ 
ing  all  through  the  petals,  not  washed  on,  and  carrying  well  in 
the  garden.  Plenty  of  stalks  with  seven  to  nine  buds. 

One  stalk  of  Miss  Williamson’s  table  iris,  Peewee,  was  exhibited 
on  a  general  table  of  new  things.  It  didn’t  get  the  attention  it 
should,  but  those  who  did  notice  it  were  delighted  with  it.  Next 
year  there  will  be  other  table  iris  and  they  shall  be  better  dis¬ 
played.  In  fact  the  iris  are  expected  to  steal  the  show  for  fair 
next  year  since  more  and  more  interest  is  being  manifested  in  iris 
and  plans  are  already  under  way  for  getting  out  every  variety  in 
bloom  on  the  flower  show  dates. 

Mrs.  David  K.  White,  Hemet,  Calif. 

REDLANDS,  CALIF. 

One  thousand  persons,  the  largest  number  at  any  recent  exhibit, 
attended  the  Spring  Flower  Show  of  the  Redlands  Horticultural 
Society  at  the  Santa  Fe  Arcade,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

The  coveted  silver  medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society  for 
sweepstakes  in  iris  open  class  was  awarded  to  President  E.  H. 
Brenan  of  the  Horticultural  Society. 

B.  W.  Shaper,  who  won  the  Marion  Cran  Cup  in  the  Amateur 
Iris  Class  in  1936,  scored  a  second  victory  today,  and  if  he  should 
win  the  trophy  again  next  spring,  it  will  become  permanently  his ; 
he  also  was  winner  of  the  membership  offered  by  the  A.I.S. 

We  feel  that  our  iris  showing  was  a  decided  success,  about  380 
entries  of  iris,  and  many  more  irises  on  exhibition  that  were  not 
entered  in  competition. 

To  quote  Redlands  “facts”  one  horticultural  expert  declared 
the  amateur  division  the  finest  display  of  its  kind  in  California 
this  year. 

Meta  Hinckley,  Dr.  Stillman  Berry  and  Clarence  White  entered 
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several  iris  exhibits,  not  in  competition.  Mr.  White  had  on  dis¬ 
play  several  new  noteworthy  seedlings,  and  Dr.  Berry  exhibited 
some  very  good  red-toned  blends. 

We  hear  reports  that  Dr.  Williams  has  several  worthwhile 
yellows  in  beardless  irises  with  which  he  is  working. 

E.  H.  Brenan,  Chairman. 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 

The  Midwest  Horticultural  Society  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  Iris  Society  held  its  Third  Annual  Iris  Show  on  June 
5-6  in  Horticultural  Hall  of  Garfield  Park  Conservatory. 

The  general  show  was  staged  as  a  Japanese  Garden  50  by  250 
feet,  with  grass  plots  containing  beds  of  iris,  winding  gravel  walks 
which  led  past  a  gazing  globe,  pergola  seats  of  rustic  logs  and 
thatched  roofs,  and  a  Japanese  Summer  House  hung  with  quaint 
Japanese  lanterns  at  the  corners  of  the  grass  roof.  Flagstone 
steps  set  in  sloping  turf  and  bordered  by  flowers  led  to  this  de¬ 
lightful  spot. 

Beds  of  named  iris  were  made  up  of  bottles  of  iris  which  were 
sunk  in  sand  with  pots  of  holly  fern  between.  This  gave  a  very 
naturalistic  effect  of  growing  iris.  Four  foot  exhibition  tables 
covered  with  green  extended  down  each  side  of  the  hall,  backed 
by  tropical  shrubs.  The  glass  of  the  Conservatory  was  sprayed 
with  whitewash  offering  fine  protection  for  the  exhibited  blooms. 

There  were  seven  hundred  sixty-seven  exhibits.  Some  outstand¬ 
ing  varieties  exhibited  were :  The  Red  Douglas,  Gudrun,  in  perfect 
form ;  Ethel  Peckham,  The  Black  Douglas,  Cheerio,  Valor,  Elcador, 
Easter  Morn,  Venus  de  Milo,  Alta  California,  Evolution,  Zaharoon, 
Jean  Cayeux,  Imperial  Blush,  King  Juba,  K.  V.  Ayres,  President 
Pilkington,  Red  Dominion,  Golden  Light,  Blue  Velvet,  Black 
Wings,  Persia,  Dauntless,  Clara  Noyes,  and  a  great  many  others 
of  merit.  A  fine  lot  of  seedlings  were  also  exhibited. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Hans  Sass  brought  in  a  nice  collection  of 
thirty-six  varieties  for  exhibit.  These,  along  with  The  Red 
Douglas,  Gudrun,  and  the  seedlings,  created  considerable  interest 
among  our  visitors. 

Despite  showers  throughout  the  first  day  and  evening,  the  show 
enjoyed  a  visitation  of  seven  thousand  persons.  The  Conservatory 
kept  the  flowers  on  exhibit  four  additional  days  during  which 
time  there  were  several  thousand  more  visitors. 
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Many  arrangements  in  vases,  bowls,  and  baskets  with  iris  pre¬ 
dominating  were  displayed.  The  sweepstakes  in  this  class  was 
awarded  to  Mrs.  W.  M.  Olson  of  Wilmette,  Ill.  Iris  Amenti  was 
the  special  award. 

The  Silver  Medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  won  by  Dr. 
Franklin  Cook  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  for  high  score  of  points. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Wilhelm  received  the  Achievement  Medal  of  the 
American  Home  for  the  best  new  named  flower,  The  Red  Douglas, 
he  also  received  the  Robert  J.  Dunham  Silver  Cup  for  second 
high  score  of  points. 

Mrs.  Fred  E.  Haines  of  Chicago  won  the  A.I.S.  membership  as 
sweepstakes  in  Group  III. 

The  Bronze  Medal  of  the  A.I.S.  was  awarded  to  Northbrook 
Gardens,  Northbrook,  Ill.,  for  high  score  of  points  in  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Class. 

An  iris  luncheon  is  held  each  year  in  connection  with  the  show 
in  the  Graemere  Hotel.  The  judges  present  at  the  luncheon 
were:  Mr.  David  F.  Hall,  Regional  Vice  President  of  the  A.I.S.; 
Mrs.  Leila  M.  Bach,  Bloomington,  Ill, ;  Miss  Greta  Allum,  Whea¬ 
ton,  Ill. ;  Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Hans  Sass,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Mr.  E.  G. 
Lapham,  Elkhart,  Ind. ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Christman,  Northbrook,  Ill. ;  Dr. 
A.  C.  Wilhelm,  Chicago,  and  Dr.  Franklin  Cook,  Evanston,  Ill. 
Others  guests  of  honor  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Cooley  of  Sil- 
verton,  Ore. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Grant  of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Mr. 
August  Koch,  Chief  Horticulturist  of  the  Chicago  Park  District; 
Mrs.  Perkins  of  the  Jackson  and  Perkins  Rose  Company,  New 
York;  and  a  number  of  other  prominent  men  and  women  in  the 
gardening  world. 

Many  interesting  remarks  were  made  at  the  luncheon  by  our 
guests  about  hybridizing  and  iris.  An  expression  by  Dr.  Grant 
that  a  National  Iris  Show  be  held  in  Chicago  was  greeted  with 
much  applause. 

Mrs.  William  Beaudry  favored  us  with  one  of  her  charming 
interpretations,  “A  French  Woman  in  Her  Garden.”  The  pro¬ 
gram  closed  with  Joanna  Young  of  New  York  and  Chicago  singing 
with  her  rich  beautiful  voice  the  song  of  “The  Iris.” 

We  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  the  American  Iris  Society 
and  to  the  A.I.S.  Show  Chairman,  Mrs.  Karcher,  for  their  splen¬ 
did  cooperation. 
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We  look  forward  with  growing  enthusiasm  to  a  larger,  better 
show  next  year. 

Mrs.  Frank  C.  Lambert,  Exhibition  Chairman. 

FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 

The  Freeport  Iris  Show  was  held  June  5-6,  and  perhaps  it 
would  be  safe  to  state  that  it  was  the  most  beautiful  show  ever 
sponsored  by  the  Freeport  Garden  Club. 

Iris  bloom  in  Freeport  was  of  much  finer  quality  than  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  due  to  the  unusually  large  amount  of  rainfall.  Several 
inches  of  ice  covered  the  ground  for  a  number  of  weeks  during  the 
winter  and  many  bloom  points  were  lost,  but  quality  of  bloom  was 
excellent,  with  well  branched  tall  stalks,  and  flowers  large  and 
richly  colored. 

The  finest  stalk  in  the  show  was  a  magnificent  one  of  Happy 
Days,  exhibited  by  quality  gardens  in  their  educational  display. 
The  stalk  was  over  three  feet  in  height  with  four  perfect  blooms 
open  on  the  day  it  was  judged. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  judges  one  of  the  most  outstanding  irises 
of  recent  years  was  the  beautiful  yellow  102-2  grown  by  Mr. 
Howard  Glutzbeck  of  Lynbrook,  N.  Y.  This  iris  was  shown  in 
Radio  City  in  1936,  and  caused  much  favorable  comment  there. 
We  understand  that  it  will  be  introduced  by  Mrs.  Pattison  next 
year  under  the  registered  name  Ming  Yellow.  It  is  a  tall,  splen¬ 
didly  branched  stalk  which  it,  no  doubt,  inherits  from  one  of  the 
parents — Depute  No  mb  lot,  and  displayed  to  the  utmost  advantage 
the  large,  deep  yellow,  slightly  ruffled  flowers. 

In  Mrs.  Pattison  ?s  gardens  the  following  irises  were  noteworthy 
and  outstanding.  Sierra  Blue  and  Shining  Waters  were  in  good 
form.  Fine  clumps  of  Narain,  velvety  medium  blue,  and  Dymia, 
a  very  dark  blue,  were  much  admired.  Perhaps  the  most  out¬ 
standing  blue  was  the  exquisite  Missouri,  but  Blue  Triumph  was 
not  to  be  overlooked  and  rated  a  generous  share  of  praise. 

Tasmania  was  in  excellent  form,  two  and  one-half-foot  stalks 
of  Golden  Hind  attracted  all  visitors.  We  have  seen  no  better 
yellow,  and  it  would  seem  that  this  variety  has  not  been  overrated. 
Mar  an  j  a,  the  orange  toned  Mitchell  novelty,  was  again  the  center 
of  attraction.  Mary  Lee  Donahue  bloomed  for  the  first- time;  of 
medium  height,  a  pure,  clear  yellow  self,  the  flower  of  different 
form  than  any  yellow  we  have  seen,  a  long,  semiflaring,  slightly 
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ruffled  flower,  it  gives  an  entirely  different  garden  effect  than  any 
other  yellow  iris  which  bloomed  here.  One  of  the  most  attractive 
blends  seen  in  this  garden,  was  a  planting  of  Morocco  Rose;  the 
stalk  is  above  medium  height,  the  flower  well  formed  and  the  color 
a  lovely  fresh  rose  pink,  with  softly  blended  standards.  Mme. 
Louis  Aureau  is  a  striking  heliotrope  and  purple  plicata ;  quite 
different  from  anything  we  have  had  heretofore,  and  will  no  doubt 
become  very  popular.  Seduction,  another  Cayeaux  variety,  is  a 
charming  flower,  and  was  shown  in  good  form.  Siegfried,  intro¬ 
duced  last  year,  is  a  most  unusual  iris.  Tiffany  and  Orloff,  two 
of  the  newer  Sass  plicatas,  were  outstanding. 

Two  huge  stalks  of  The  Red  Douglas,  very  well  grown,  made  a 
spectacular  showing;  this  iris  is  not  red,  but  a  very  dark  red 
purple,  thick  and  velvety,  with  a  rich  gold  beard — one  of  the 
best  in  recent  years.  Close  to  it  was  a  great  stalk  of  the  new  Sass 
seedling,  Lilamani,  it  might  be  called  an  improved  Black  Wings, 
but  is  worthy  of  its  own  description.  Very  tall,  well  branched, 
deep  midnight  blue,  a  grand  iris — we  understand  it  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  next  year.  Crystal  Beauty  and  Venus  de  Milo  were  out¬ 
standing,  and  as  always,  Snowking  was  in  fine  form.  Many 
novelties  not  yet  introduced  were  blooming,  but  a  hard  wind¬ 
storm  destroyed  the  bloom  before  they  could  be  judged,  on  the 
day  when  the  greatest  number  of  judges  visited  quality  gardens. 

The  Silver  Medal  of  the  A.I.S.  offered  as  sweepstakes,  was  won 
by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Knorr;  the  Bronze  Medal  was  not  awarded  in  the 
Commercial  Class  on  account  of  insufficient  completion. 

Judges  of  irises  were:  Mrs.  Silas  B.  Waters,  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  0.  W.  Dynes,  Hinsdale,  Ill. ;  Mrs.  M.  Harris,  Chicago,  Ill. ; 
Mr.  Hubert  A.  Fisher,  Lombard,  Ill.,  and  Sherman  Duffy,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Emrich,  Chairman. 

DUBUQUE,  IOWA 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  June  8th  and  9th,  the  American 
Iris  Society  co-operated  with  the  Dubuque  Civic  Garden  Club 
and  the  Garden  Department  of  the  Dubuque  Women’s  Club  in 
furthering  a  flower  show,  largely  iris,  in  the  parlors  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Karcher  of  Freeport,  Illinois, 
nationally  known  as  an  enthusiastic  exponent  of  the  Iris  and 
Flower  Shows,  as  well  as  an  accredited  judge  of  the  American 
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Iris  Society,  came  to  Dubuque  and  made  the  awards.  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Younglove,  who  is  likewise  an  accredited  judge,  accompanied  and 
assisted  Mrs.  Karcher.  The  fact  that  these  two  experienced  and 
thoroughly  qualified  judges  lent  their  presence  and  assistance  is 
an  honor  we  shall  not  soon  forget.  Their  decisions  were  felt 
and  known  to  be  fair  and  unbiased,  and  the  bits  of  information 
which  they  let  fall  as  they  wandered  about  from  exhibit  to  exhibit 
or  table  to  table,  were  eagerly  treasured  by  those  fortunate  enough 
to  be  near  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  John  Kahle,  of  1965  Alta  Vista  Street,  won  the  sweepstakes 
prize  of  the  A.I.S.  Bronze  Medal  for  his  fine  display  of  single 
specimens  of  outstanding  irises.  Mr.  Kahle  also  had  on  display 
some  of  his  seedlings  (which  were  not  entered),  which  have  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  several  prominent  growers  and  which  are 
to  be  given  a  test  by  them.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lyons,  80  Fremont  Ave., 
won  the  membership  in  the  A.I.S.  for  most  points  after  Mr.  Kahle. 
There  were  a  number  of  fine  exhibits  by  other  amateur  growers 
which  were  noteworthy,  as  Dubuque  has  many  iris  lovers,  and 
there  are  not  many  gardens  here  that  do  not  boast  a  variety  of 
bearded  and  beardless  iris. 

Due  to  weather  conditions  the  season  of  bloom  here  was  very 
much  upset,  some  irises  coming  into  flower  ahead  of  their  sched¬ 
ule  and  others  not  blooming  until  after  the  time  of  the  show, 
which  was  disheartening  and  which  accounted  for  the  fact  that 
there  was  not  as  large  a  display  as  at  shows  of  previous  years. 
But  in  many  cases  what  we  lacked  in  quantity  was  made  up  in 
quality,  and  the  general  effect  of  the  show  was  most  pleasing. 
Next  year  we  hope  to  put  on  an  iris  show  which  will  be  a  credit 
to  the  American  Iris  Society  and  to  ourselves,  and  which  will 
reflect  the  interest  of  our  helpful  friend  and  judge,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Karcher.  (Mrs.)  Ella  M.  Lyons,  Chairman. 

IOWA  CITY,  IOWA 

Iowa  City  has,  for  many  years,  sponsored  a  large  community 
flower  show,  and  for  the  past  three  years  the  Iris  Department 
has  been  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Iris  Society,  and  we 
note  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  iris  section  seems  to  be  en¬ 
joying  a  healthy  growth. 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Clark,  Iowa  City,  was  the  winner  of  the  sweepstakes 
medal,  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Mabie,  was  awarded  the  A.I.S.  membership. 
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SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA 

The  Twelth  Animal  Iris  Show  of  the  Sioux  City  Garden  Club 
in  cooperation  with  the  American  Iris  Society  was  held  in  the 
Y.W.C.A.,  May  28th  and  29th. 

Interest  in  the  iris  is  developing*  rapidly  in  our  locality  as  a 
number  of  new  exhibitors  were  in  evidence  this  year.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  interested  visitors  and  a  wealth  of  good 
blooms  to  admire.  Some  of  the  new  varieties  on  exhibit  were 
Snowking,  Claribel,  Amitola,  Directeur  Pinelle,  Ella  Winchester, 
Golden  Helmet,  Osceola,  Sir  Launcelot,  Mohrson,  War  Eagle, 
Golden  Treasure  and  the  City  of  Lincoln.  We  had  sixty-eight 
classes,  thirty-three  for  amateurs  and  thirty-five  for  the  commer¬ 
cial  growers. 

The  Silver  Medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  awarded  to 
Lawrence  Craig,  Salix,  Iowra,  as  winner  of  the  greatest  number 
of  prize  points  in  the  amateur  division.  Second  place  was  won 
by  B.  N.  Stephenson,  third — Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Ricker,  fourth— 
Mrs.  Wm.  Ayres. 

Honor  for  the  best  specimen  of  the  show  went  to  a  beautiful 
stalk  of  San  Francisco  exhibited  by  W.  S.  Snyder. 

The  Commercial  displays  were  very  fine.  The  exhibits  were 
outstanding  not  only  as  to  bloom  but  as  to  new  and  unusual 
varieties.  The  Bronze  Medal  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  Charles 
Whiting,  Mapleton,  Iowa,  for  winning  the  most  prize  points  in 
'  •  commercial  division.  Second  place  was  won  by  W.  S.  Snyder, 

third — by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Reid. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  show,  which  was  a  new 
class  for  the  Sioux  City  show,  was  an  educational  exhibit.  Mrs. 
Ralph  E.  Ricker  won  first  place  in  this  entry.  Her  exhiibit  con¬ 
sisted  of  twenty-five  or  more  varieties,  mostly  tall  bearded  and 
some  intermediates.  A  typewritten  card  showing  name  of  variety, 
originator,  year,  height,  season  and  class  was  clearly  displayed 
with  each  variety ;  also  displayed  were  the  American  Iris  Society 
Bulletins ;  typewritten  information  in  regards  to  the  awards 
given  by  the  American  Iris  Society;  the  Dykes  Awards;  the  com¬ 
petitive  garden  at  Rome;  planting  and  growing  instructions  and 
scale  of  points  for  judging.  The  whole  was  a  very  comprehensive 
display. 

Judges — Carl  0.  Schirmer  and  Dr.  II.  W.  Schirmer,  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri. 


[64] 


Chairman — Geo.  E.  Funk. 

Secretary — Mrs.  Newell  F.  Nuernsey. 

HAVERHILL,  MASS. 

Haverhill  Iris  Show  was  up  to  its  usual  high  standard,  there 
were  many  more  entries  than  in  previous  years,  and  the  quality 
of  bloom  was  excellent.  The  sweepstakes  Silver  Medal,  as  well  as 
honors  for  the  best  specimen  in  the  show  was  captured  by  Mr. 
Harry  F.  Hunter  of  Haverhill.  The  Bronze  Medal  was  awarded 
to  Mrs.  Ella  Gordon  Ingalls  for  the  second  greatest  number  of 
points. 

Judges — Mrs.  Walter  E.  Tobie,  Portland,  Me.;  Mr.  Winthrop 
Thurlow,  Cherry  Hill  Nurseries;  Mr.  Harold  W.  Knowlton,  Au- 
burndale,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Herman  E.  Lewis,  Chairman. 

DETROIT,  MICHIGAN 

The  Detroit  Iris  Society  in  co-operation  with  the  American 
Iris  Society  held  its  second  annual  exhibition  June  4th,  1937, 
again  staging  the  show  in  the  gymnasium  of  the  Grace  Episcopal 
Church  at  12th  and  Virginia  Park,  Detroit. 

The  total  entries  were  341,  of  which  258  were  Specimen  Blooms, 
31  were  Seedlings  and  52  Artistic  Arrangements. 

We  were  especially  fortunate  this  year  in  the  selection  of  judges. 
Without  exception,  they  carried  the  highest  qualifications  for  the 
job  and  the  Committee  received  no  complaints  regarding  the 
results.  The  Specimen  Blooms  were  judged  by  Mr.  John  Trafford, 
head  of  the  A.I.S.  Trial  Grounds  at  Simcoe,  Ontario,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Miles  of  Ontario,  formerly  of  Surrej^  England,  where  he  was 
associated  for  some  time  with  the  late  W.  R.  Dykes.  The  Artistic 
Arrangement  Classes  were  judged  by  Mr.  Henry  Forester  of  De¬ 
troit  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  II.  Kinsman  of  Grosse  lie,  Mich.  The  latter 
two  are  Michigan  Horticultural  Society  Certified  Judges  of 
marked  ability  and  have  a  real  interest  in  iris. 

Prize  awards  in  the  beardless,  crested,  siberica  and  species 
classes  were  crist  at  a  alba,  cristata,  tectorum,  Perry’s  Blue,  pseu- 
dacorus  and  orient alis. 

Prize  awards  in  the  specimen  bearded  classes  were  Gudrun, 
Selene,  Easter  Morn,  Los  Angeles,  Ruth  Pfeiffer,  Dorothy  Dietz, 
Mildred  Presbv,  Mother  of  Pearl,  Queen  Caterina,  Santa  Barbara, 
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Ballerine,  Magnifica,  Blue  Velvet,  The  Black  Douglas,  Souv.  de 
Mme.  Gaudichau,  Alcazar,  Cinnabar  and  Mount  Royal.  Pink 
Satin  swept  the  pink  self  class  and  Frieda  Mohr,  the  pink  bi¬ 
color  class,  while  Dauntless  took  the  red  self  class.  Others  were 
Indian  Chief,  Mrs.  Valerie  West,  Golden  Flare,  Zaharoon,  Clara 
Noyes,  Mary  Geddes,  Persia,  Evolution,  Wm.  Carey  Jones,  Alta 
California,  Lady  Paramount,  King  Karl,  Jean  Cayeaux,  King 
Midas  and  Loudoun. 

Other  good  irises  shown  were  Purissima,  Gloriole,  Imperial 
Blush  Depute  Nomblot,  Castalia,  Missouri,  Kalinga,  G.  P.  Baker, 
Ambrosia,  San  Francisco,  Black  Wings,  Zuni,  Dolly  Madison  and 
Opaline. 

William  Mohr  swept  the  class  for  pogocyclus  hybrids  and 
Kinglet  took  the  class  for  table  irises.  Autumn  King  was  the 
only  fall  blooming  variety  shown. 

The  American  Iris  Society  Silver  Medal  for  sweepstakes  award 
was  won  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Naas,  the  A.I.S.  Bronze  Medal  for  sec¬ 
ond  place  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  H.  Hoyt  Nissley  and  the  AJ.S. 
Membership,  to  Mr.  Elmer  Leet. 

Two  Michigan  Horticultural  Society  Bronze  Medals  were 
awarded  also.  Miss  Addie  Sly  received  one  for  her  spike  of  iris, 
Wm.  Carey  Jones,  judged  the  best  iris  in  the  Show,  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Weber  won  the  other  for  the  best  artistic  arrangement 
which  received  the  high  score  of  97%.  Iris,  Jane  Williamson  and 
Thalictrum  aquilegifolium  purpureum  were  arranged  in  the 
Japanese  manner  in  a  low  glass  tray  and  entered  in  the  class  for 
iris  with  other  flowers,  other  flowers  to  be  of  same  coloring  as  the 
standards  or  falls  of  the  iris. 

Iris  is  especially  good  for  arrangements  in  the  Japanese  man¬ 
ner  and  in  the  Modern  manner.  The  entries  in  these  classes  were 
particularly  pleasing.  By  using  self  foliage  and  single  flowers, 
very  effective  studies  in  the  Modern  were  achieved.  An  arrange¬ 
ment  of  iris  Valencia  was  used  with  Caladium  foliage  and 
Anemone  Pulsatilla  seed  pods  for  an  arrangement  in  a  metal 
container.  An  arrangement  of  iris  Pink  Stain  in  a  vase  of 
identical  coloring  in  the  Monochromatic  class  was  most  beautiful. 

For  the  artistic  arrangement  classes  the  Point  Judging  System 
was  used  and  while  it  is  new  with  our  Michigan  Judges,  thus 
taking  more  time,  we  And  it  helpful  and  far  more  satisfactory. 
Since  it  was  a  specimen  show,  we  stressed  Quality,  Condition,  etc. 
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That,  however,  is  a  debatable  method,  as  it  may  have  been  wiser 
to  allow  more  points  for  Distinction  and  Proportion.  If  time  and 
thought  is  given  to  the  artistic  section  of  an  Iris  Show  Schedule, 
interesting  classes  will  result.  But  the  classes  must  be  new  and 
appealing  to  the  imagination,  not  just  baskets  or  bowls. 

The  Henry  Forster  prize  of  a  vase  was  won  by  Mrs.  Richard 
Webber  for  sweepstakes  point  count  in  the  artistic  arrangement 
classes  and  the  set  of  books  on  Japanese  Flower  Arrangement 
given  by  Mrs.  H.  Hoyt  Nissley  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  David  D. 
Dunlop,  having  second  high  count.  Mrs.  George  Lanning  won 
the  membership  in  the  Detroit  Iris  Society  for  sweepstakes  in 
blue  ribbon  awards  by  a  non-member. 

The  Detroit  Iris  Society  again  received  the  coveted  “Friend¬ 
ship  Award  of  Merit”  from  the  Michigan  Horticultural  Society 
for  their  most  outstanding  and  interesting  show,  being  far  su¬ 
perior  to  last  year’s  show. 

Mrs.  David  D.  Dunlop,  Chairman. 
ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 

The  St.  Joseph  Iris  Show  was  held  here  in  the  King  Hill  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  on  May  the  22nd  and  23rd. 

As  we  had  only  one  floor  available  for  the  combined  Iris  and 
Spring  Flower  Show  our  classes  were  cut  pretty  deep  as  we  had 
only  nine  classes  which  is  quite  a  drop  from  what  we  have  been 
having.  But  where  the  classes  were  limited  we  had  an  abundance 
of  exhibits  and  the  quality  was  very  good.  It  was  also  one  year 
that  we  didn’t  have  to  store  our  iris  as  we  hit  the  season  pretty 
good. 

Mrs.  Frank  Conner  of  St.  Joseph  won  the  bronze  medal  in  the 
sweepstakes,  scoring  the  most  points  in  the  show.  Mr.  R.  E. 
Borene  won  the  A.I.S.  membership  for  the  non-member  scoring  the 
most  points.  He  also  won  the  Mid-West  Cup  for  the  best  speci¬ 
men  in  the  show  with  a  beautiful  stalk  of  El  Capitan. 

The  winners  in  the  classes  were  as  follows: 

Class  1,  White:  First — Wambliska,  by  R.  E.  Borene;  second — 
True  Charm,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Conner;  third — True  Charm,  by 
Mrs.  T.  el.  Woods. 

Class  2,  Yellows:  First — Yellow  Moon,  by  Mrs.  August  Stuebner; 
second — Coronation,  by  Merlin  Allison;  third — Pluie  d’Or, 
by  A.  D.  Tilson. 
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Class  3,  Reds:  No  Awards. 

Class  4,  Pinks:  First — Mrs.  Marion  Cran,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Conner; 
second — Pink  Satin,  by  R.  E.  Borene ;  third — Elizabeth  E gel- 
berg,  by  H.  W.  Kurtz. 

Class  5,  Lavender,  Light  Blue  or  Mauve:  First — El  Capitan,  by 
R.  E.  Borene;  second — El  Capitan,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Conner; 
third — Salonique,  by  Mrs.  T.  J.  Woods. 

Class  6,  Dark  Blue,  Red  Purple  or  Blue  Purple :  First — Baldwin, 
by  Mrs.  August  Stuebner;  second- — Klamath,  by  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Mann ;  third — Romola,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Conner. 

Class  7,  Blends:  First — Zuni,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mann;  second — 
Clara  Noyes,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Conner ;  third — Midgard,  by 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Woods. 

Class  8,  not  more  than  25  stalks  of  tall  bearded  iris  with  or  with¬ 
out  other  flowers  or  foliage  in  basket :  First — Mrs.  W.  A. 
Jenkins;  second — A.  D.  Tilson ;  third — Mrs.  Cliff  Rivers. 
Class  9,  ten  stalks  of  bearded  iris  to  represent  a  garden  in  low 
bowl:  First — Mrs.  T.  J.  Woods;  second — Mrs.  Frank  Conner; 
third— No  Award. 

The  oustanding  blooms  in  the  show  were  El  Capitan,  Yellow 
Moon,  Zuni,  Baldwin,  Clara  Noyes  and  Klamath.  . 

Carl  O.  Schirmer,  Chairman. 

LOCKPORT,  NEW  YORK 

Our  Fifth  Annual  Iris  Show  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  to 
us  all.  We  had  441  Entries — 206  of  which  were  Iris — 154  Flower 
Arrangements — 81  Junior  Entries,  including  Flower  Posters  and 
Bird  Posters  made  by  the  Eighth  Grades  and  the  High  School 
Arts  Classes,  and  Flower  Arrangements  by  Juniors.  We  are 
already  discussing  a  much  larger  Junior  show  another  year  as 
so  many  young  folks  are  now  interested.  Mrs.  Leo  C.  Shippy  of 
Edgewood  Gardens,  Lockport,  and  Mrs.  Charles  K.  Bassett  of 
Buffalo  also  displayed  many  of  their  finest  Irises,  but  not  in 
competition.  Our  State  President,  Mrs.  William  Crocker,  also 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Holmes  of  the  Garden  Center  of  Western  New  York 
at  Buffalo  visited  our  show  and  praised  our  display  of  Iris  as 
one  of  the  best.  The  winner  of  the  Silver  Medal  is  Mrs.  Mary 
Dugar.  The  winner  of  the  Bronze  Medal  is  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Met¬ 
calf.  The  winner  of  the  Membership  in  the  Iris  Society  is  Mrs. 
Roger  Kinzly.  These  ladies  all  live  in  Middleport,  a  small  town 
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\J.  N.  Giridlian  [See  page  72] 


A  single  stalk  of  Iris  “ Nada ”  produces  150  to  200  flowers 
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12  miles  east  of  Lockport.  We  invited  them  to  compete  with  us, 
and  they  stole  every  sweepstake.  They  all  have  beautiful  and 
artistic  gardens,  and  we  were  glad  indeed  to  hand  them  the 
laurels. 

With  all  best  wishes  to  you  for  a  happy  and  successful  year, 

Edith  A.  Johnson,  Secretary. 

PASADENA,  CALIF. 

Report  of  Iris  Show  held  in  connection  with  the  Pasadena 
Flower  Show,  April  16,  17  and  18,  1937. 

It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  all  of  us  that,  because  of  our 
could  winter  and  late  spring,  there  were  very  few  irises  in  bloom 
at  the  time  of  the  Show.  As  our  part  of  the  Show  was  only  in 
its  infancy,  and  a  small  infant  at  that,  we  could  hardly  ask  for 
a  postponement.  We  had  to  accept  conditions  as  they  were. 
Another  year  we  hope  to  be  able  to  put  on  an  Iris  Show  that 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  A.I.S.  and  to  Southern  California. 

Class  1 — Bulbous  Irises — 1  stalk— 1st  variety— Huchtenburg— 
2nd  variety — Yellow  Queen. 

Class  2 — Bulbous  Irises — 5  stalks,  one  variety — 1st,  Huchtenburg 
— 2nd,  Yellow  Queen. 

Class  3 — Crested  Irises — 1  stalk — 1st,  japonica — 2nd,  Wattii. 

Class  4 — Crested  Irises — 3  stalks — 1st,  Wattii . 

Class  5 — Siberian  Irises — 1  stalk — 2nd,  orientalis. 

Class  7 — Spuria  Irises — 1  stalk — 1st,  Mrs.  Tail. 

Class  11 — California  Native  Irises — 1  stalk — 1st,  Douglasiana — 
2nd,  purdyi. 

Class  12 — California  Native  Irises — 3  stalks — 1st,  Douglasiana. 
Class  13 — Oncocyclus  and  Regelia  Irises — 1  stalk — 1st,  Susiana. 
Class  14 — Oncocyclus  and  Regelia  Irises — 3  stalks — 1st,  Hecate — 
2nd,  Susiana. 

Class  16 — Miscellaneous  Irises — beardless — 1st,  ensata. 

Class  17 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk- — White — 1st,  Sitka— 
2nd,  Easter  Morn — 3rd,  Purissima. 

Class  20 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk — light  pinkish  lavender 
— 1st,  San  Gabriel — 2nd,  Airy  Dream. 

Class  21 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk — medium  pinkish  laven¬ 
der — 1st,  Georgia. 

Class  22 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk — dark  red-purple — 1st, 
Mauna  Loa — -2nd,  Mauna  Loa — 3rd,  San  Rafael. 
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J.  N.  Giridlian 


[See  page  72] 


A  two-year  old  border  of  Iris  “  Nada 
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Class  23 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk — Light  blue-lavender — 
1st,  Santa  Barbara — 2nd,  Canyon  Mists. 

Class  26  —  Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk  —  light  blend  —  1st, 
Querida. 

Class  28 — Bearded  Irises  specimen  stalk — yellow  self— 1st,  Nativi- 
dad — 2nd,  W.  R.  Dykes — 3rd,  Golden  Cataract. 

Class  31 — Bearded  Irises — Six  stalks,  one  variety — 1st,  Purissima 
— 2nd,  Manna  Loa — 3rd,  Manna  Loa. 

Class  32 — Seedling’s — A  number  were  entered  but  no  recommen¬ 
dations  made. 

The  most  beautiful  exhibit  was  a  bowl  of  Nada  ( japonica  X 
Wattii)  brought  in  by  its  originator,  Mr.  J.  N.  Giridlian.  It  was 
not  entered  in  competition  but  the  judges  insisted  in  giving  it  a 
Special  Award. 

The  Silver  Medal  for  the  greatest  number  of  points  was  won 
by  Mrs.  Kenyon  L.  Reynolds,  885  San  Rafael  Ave.,  Pasadena. 

The  Bronze  Medal  for  the  second  number  of  points  was  won 
by  Mrs.  Fred  Willard,  512  West  Foothill  Blvd.,  Arcadia. 

The  A.I.S.  membership  which  was  given  to  the  non-member 
gaining  the  most  points  was  won  by  Mrs.  Kenyon  Reynolds. 

Lena  M.  Lothrop,  Chairman. 

NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y. 

The  fifth  annual  Iris  Show  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Garden  Club 
was  held  on  June  5th  and  6th  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Shredded 
Wheat  Co.  The  auditorium  is  on  the  third  floor  of  the  building, 
and  has  full  window  lighting  on  three  sides.  The  building  is 
situated  in  a  park  area,  giving  visitors  an  excellent  view  of  the 
upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  and  the  State  Reservation 
Park. 

May  had  been  cool  and  wet,  and  it  was  apparent  for  several 
weeks  that  the  date  set  would  be  considerably  on  the  early  side. 
Although  the  number  of  entries  in  the  named  classes  compared 
favorably  with  last  year’s  show,  only  195  varieties  were  placed 
in  these  classes.  Many  leading  varieties  had  not  opened  in  local 
gardens.  The  weather  had  been  ideal  for  iris,  and  the  stems  were 
longer  and  stronger  than  in  previous  years.  Several  varieties 
were  cut  with  five  foot  stems,  and  a  good  portion  of  the  prize 
winners  were  over  the  four  foot  mark.  Petals  were  in  good 
condition. 
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Non-competitive  displays  were  supplied  by  Edgewood  Iris  Gar¬ 
dens,  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  Tip-Top  Gardens,  Snyder,  N.  Y.,  and  Rev. 
Jacob  Storer  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Leo  C.  Shippy  of  Bdgewood  Iris 
Gardens  placed  one  hundred  and  twenty  varieties  in  her  display, 
with  all  blooms  in  good  condition  and  of  large  size.  The  Tip-Top 
gardens  display  included  one  hundred  specimens  in  addition  to 
several  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  C.  K.  Bassett  of  Buffalo.  Rev. 
Storer ’s  display  contained  a  good  assortment  of  deep  blue  iris  in 
addition  to  other  colors.  All  three  displays  contained  a  few  of 
the  later  blooming  iris  and  were  greatly  appreciated  by  visitors. 

The  Tip-Top  Gardens  prize  for  the  best  yellow  iris  in  the  show 
was  won  by  R.  A.  Kazan  jieff  with  ‘  ‘  Coronation.  ’  ’  This  is  a 
magnificently  formed  deep  yellow  iris.  The  prize  consists  of  a 
plant  each  of  Albright  and  Casenka,  which  were  on  display  at 
the  show.  The  former  is  a  pink-toned  lavender  and  the  latter  is 
one  of  the  darkest  of  all  iris. 

Miss  Rogerson  Wins  Sweepstakes 

The  Allen  Milling  cup,  awarded  to  the  best  blue  in  the  show, 
went  to  Miss  Vida  Rogerson  for  Cupavo,  an  enticing  deep  blue. 
The  Allport  Nursery  cup,  for  the  best  white  in  the  show,  also  went 
to  Miss  Rogerson,  for  Los  Angeles.  Mr.  Kazanjieff’s  Michel ine 
Charraire  ran  it  a  close  second. 

Miss  Vida  Rogerson  again  won  the  sweepstakes  prize  in  the 
named  classes,  the  American  Iris  Society  Bronze  Medal.  Mr. 
ICazanjieff  was  second  in  point  score.  Miss  Rogerson  also  won 
the  Buffalo  Evening  News  prize  for  the  best  iris  in  the  show,  this 
going  to  her  winner  of  the  Allen  Milling  cup,  Cupavo. 

The  winner  for  the  largest  number  of  entries,  which  gives  a 
year’s  membership  in  the  American  Iris  Society,  was  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Clark,  with  33  entries.  Mr.  Kazan  jieff  was  second  with  29  entries. 

The  Ellerslie  Greenhouse  trophy,  awarded  as  a  sweepstakes 
prize  in  the  artistic  arrangements  classes,  was  won  by  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Campbell. 

Mr.  Kazanjieff  made  an  attractive  display  of  various  types  of 
iris  from  his  gardens.  This  was  not  in  competition.  Mrs.  C. 
Martin  supplied  a  display  of  peonies. 

Winners  in  the  competitive  classes  were  as  follows : 

Named  Classes 

Class  1 — First,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  ITarpalion ;  second, 
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R.  A.  Kazanjieff  with  Souv.  de  Loetitia  Michaud ;  third,  Miss 
Rogerson,  with  Mary  Barnett. 

Class  2 — First,  George  II.  Wagner,  with  Ballerine ;  second,  R. 
A.  Kazanjieff,  with  Eden  Philpotts;  third,  C.  C.  Rice,  with  Bal¬ 
lerine. 

Class  3 — First,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Baldwin ;  second,  Miss 
Rogerson,  with  Fascination ;  third,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Harper,  with  Phyllis 
Bliss. 

Class  4 — First,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Klamath ;  second, 
Geo.  H.  Wagner,  with  Magnifica;  third,  R.  A.  Kazanjieff,  also 
with  Magnifica. 

Class  5 — First,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Katherine  MacFar- 
land ;  second,  Geo.  H.  Wagner,  with  Tropic  Seas ;  third,  R.  A. 
Kazanjieff,  also  with  Tropic  Seas. 

Class  6 — First  and  second,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Cupavo 
and  Sir  Michael;  third,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Taylor,  with  Ambassadeur. 

Class  7 — First,  Arthur  Lyle  Robson,  with  Trostinger ;  second, 
I.  H.  Myers,  with  Aphrodite;  third,  Mrs.  Alvin  N.  Bruckner,  with 
Mother  of  Pearl. 

Class  8 — First  and  second,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Elizabeth 
Egelberg  and  Dolly  Madison ;  third,  Mrs.  Alvin  N.  Bruckner,  with 
Midwest. 

Class  9 — First,  Geo.  II.  Wagner,  with  Evadne ;  second,  R.  A. 
Kazanjieff,  with  Leonato ;  third,  H.  L.  Robson,  with  Evadne. 

Class  10 — First,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Milne,  with  Earl  Cross;  second,  Mrs. 
Alvin  N.  Bruckner,  with  Pioneer ;  third,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Milne,  with 
Prosper  Laugier. 

Class  11 — First,  R.  A.  Kazanjieff,  with  Dauntless;  second,  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Milne,  with  Geo.  J.  Tribolet ;  third,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Clark,  with 
Apache. 

Class  12 — First  and  second,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Indian 
Chief  and  Dazzler ;  third,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Clark,  with  Morning 
Splendor. 

Class  13 — First  and  second,  R.  A.  Kazanjieff,  with  Coronation 
and  Phebus  Cayeux ;  third,  Dr.  TI.  L.  Robson,  with  Prairie  Gold. 

Class  14 — First,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Turver,  with  Jubilee;  second,  Miss 
Vida  Rogerson,  with  Tuscany  Gold ;  third,  Dr.  H.  L.  Robson,  with 
Valencia. 

Class  15 — First,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Turver,  with  Gay  Hussar ;  second 
and  third,  R.  A.  Kazanjieff,  with  King  Juba  and  Iris  King. 

Class  16 — First  and  second,  Dr.  H.  L.  Robson,  with  White 
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Queen  and  White  Knight;  third,  F.  L.  Koethen,  with  White 
Queen. 

Class  17 — First,  R.  A.  Kazan  jieff,  with  Micheline  Charraire; 
second,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Clark,  with  White  Star ;  third,  Mrs.  J.  Harper, 
with  Innocenza. 

Class  18 — First,  Miss  Vida  Rogerson,  with  Los  Angeles;  sec¬ 
ond,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Turver,  with  True  Delight;  third,  R.  A.  Kazan- 
jieff,  with  True  Charm. 

Class  19 — First,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Taylor,  with  Mildred  Presby ;  sec¬ 
ond,  R.  A.  Kazan  jieff,  with  Mildred  Presby;  third,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Taylor,  with  Dalila. 

Some  sixty  entries  were  made  in  the  unnamed  classes,  many 
being  placed  for  identification.  Entries  in  the  artistic  classes 
showed  the  effects  possible  with  iris  arranged  in  bowls,  vases 
and  baskets,  with  and  without  other  flowers. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Robson,  Chairman. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

The  Columbus  Iris  Society  held  its  1937  Show,  May  29-30,  1937. 

Mrs.  James  H.  Arbuckle  was  the  winner  of  the  Silver  Medal 

of  the  American  Iris  Society  with  a  total  of  61  points.  Mr. 

Robert  McCormick  won  the  Bronze  Medal  with  a  score  of  55 

points.  Mrs.  Arbuckle  also  won  the  Louise  H.  Arbuckle  Silver 

Cup  awarded  to  the  winner  of  the  greatest  number  of  first  prize 
points. 

Mrs.  Estill  0.  Gifford  won  the  first  place  in  Class  17  for  those 
who  have  never  exhibited  before  and  membership  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Iris  Society. 

The  number  of  exhibitors  was  not  quite  so  large  as  it  has  been 
in  some  previous  shows  due  to  many  illnesses  among  our  members 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  iris  did  not  develop  quite  as  rapidly  as 
we  had  anticipated,  but  everyone  agreed  that  the  quality  of  the 
flowers,  especially  in  the  Specimen  Classes,  was  much  superior  to 
former  years  and  much  better  than  it  would  have  been  if  the 
show  had  been  postponed  to  the  following  week.  We  had  four 
exhibitors  in  the  class  for  50  varieties  with  a  great  many  more  of 
the  newer  varieties  than  had  ever  been  exhibited  before  and  such 
close  competition  that  the  judges  had  a  hard  time  making  their 
decision. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Bretschneider  and  Mr.  Harry  O’Brien,  both  ac- 
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credited  judges  of'  the  A.I.S.,  recommended  for  “Highly  Com¬ 
mended”  a  yellow  bicolor  seedling.  No.  648,  from  Dr.  A.  E.  Wal¬ 
ler.  There  were  a  number  of  very  nice  seedlings  exhibited. 

Alice  F.  Reynolds, 

Cor .  Sec’y ,  Columbus ■  Iris  Society. 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENN. 

The  Chattanooga  Council  of  Garden  Clubs,  co-operating  with 
the  American  Iris  Society,  sponsored  their  first  Iris  Show  in  the 
ball  room  of  the  Patten  Hotel,  Thursday,  May  6th. 

The  setting  for  an  iris  show  was  ideal ;  every  member  of  the 
garden  club  worked  to  make  the  exhibition  the  splendid  success 
that  it  was.  There  were  over  500  entries ;  the  condition  of  the 
flowers  were  very  good  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that 
we  had  nothing  but  drenching  downpours  of  rain  for  two  weeks 
prior  to  the  show. 

We  feel  that  the  show  had  strong  education  value,  from  the 
fact  that  numerous  persons  have  remarked,  “I  shall  have  my 
irises  correctly  named  before  the  next  show,  ’  ’  and  it  was  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  the  great  number  of  people  taking  notes  on  the 
ones  they  particularly  liked. 

The  Sweepstakes  Medal  was  awarded  to  Edward  Beck  in  the 
Amateur  Class.  Mr.  Beck  has  done  some  outstanding  work  in 
hybridizing,  and  has  a  splendid  collection.  The  membership  in 
the  A.I.S.  was  won  by  Mrs.  Charles  Meadows.  Both  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga. 

The  judges  were:  Mrs.  Thos.  Nesmith,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Washington,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geddes 
Douglas,  Nashville,  Tenn ;  Mr.  Kenneth  D.  Smith,  Staten  Island, 
N.  Y. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  heartiest  thanks  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  for  their  generous  co-operation. 

(Mrs.  Herman  Ferger)  Auberta  Ferger,  Chairman. 

SUPERIOR,  WIS. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Iris  Show,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Su¬ 
perior  Garden  Club,  the  first  to  be  held  in  co-operation  with  the 
American  Iris  Society,  has  just  been  staged. 

Usually  held  the  last  days  in  June  we  set  the  tentative  date 


ahead  at  the  last  minute  owing  to  weather  conditions — warm 
and  wet. 

Though  the  severest  electric  storm  in  years  struck  Superior 
earlier  in  the  week  and  the  severe  winter  of  1936  robbed  several 
exhibitors  of  their  choicest  rhizomes  everybody  concerned — the 
general  public,  exhibitors,  and  the  Superior  Garden  Club — all 
pronounced  this  1937  show,  the  first  in  cooperation  with  the 
National  Iris  Society,  the  finest  ever  held. 

The  new  show-rooms  of  the  Water  Light  and  Power  Company 
were  adequate  and  ideally  convenient.  During  the  evening  hours 
when  attendance  was  large  the  diffused  lighting  showed  the  blooms 
up  to  perfection,  the  colors  being  the  same  as  in  daylight. 

The  electric  fans  provided  kept  the  air  moving  so  that  the 
blooms  looked  perfectly  lovely  on  the  second  day  of  the  show,  in 
spite  of  the  terribly  hot  day. 

Several  hundred  people  viewed  the  show — 450  persons  stopping 
to  sign  their  names  in  the  register  placed  alongside  the  prize 
bloom  of  the  show,  a  fine  specimen  of  Depute  Nomblot.  The 
chairman  was  delighted  to  see  that  entries  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  city,  gardens  large  and  small,  and  the  main  prizes  (iris 
section  alone)  were  shared  by  23  different  entrants. 

The  purpose  of  the  show — to  interest  a  greater  number  of 
people  in  the  culture  of  iris — seemed  to  be  accomplished. 

Mrs.  Herbert  A.  Juneau  placed  first  in  number  of  prize  points 
to  qualify  for  the  Bronze  Medal  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  and 
Mr.  Chas.  East  placed  2nd  to  receive  the  Society  membership. 
The  prize  winning  iris,  Depute  Nomblot,  was  shown  by  Mr. 
Chas.  Corcoran. 

The  Judges  were:  Mrs.  R.  J.  Oppel,  Miss  Nancy  Finch,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Swaman  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Sellwood,  all  of  Duluth,  Minnesota. 

Ida  M.  Dodd,  Chairman. 


First  year  blooms  of  Purissima  and  Wambliska  in  Mrs. 
Kraus’  Garden 


OUR  MEMBERS  WRITE 

From  Oregon 

■  At  the  height  of  the  season  this  year,  I  had  a  garden  party, 
inviting  about  thirty  guests,  most  of  whom  were  thoroughly  un¬ 
acquainted  with  iris  by  name.  As  “entertainment”  I  asked  each 
guest  to  note  her  first,  second,  third  choice  of  blossoms.  I  found 
I  made  a  mistake,  because  all  agreed  I  should  have  asked  for  a 
choice  of  each  color — all  agreeing  that  it  was  very  hard  to  choose 
between  certain  favorites,  of  different  colors. 

It  happened  that  some  older,  well  established  clumps,  showed 
off  to  better  advantage  than  a  single  stock  on  a  new  planting. 
There  was  great  interest  in  the  competition  and  people  who  knew 
no  iris  by  name  continued  to  speak  of  their  favorites  long  after 
the  season. 

I  gave  five  points  for  a  first  choice,  3  for  second  and  1  for 
third,  but  this  was  not  satisfactory,  for  nearly  everyone  said 
there  was  not  the  difference  indicated  in  their  choice,  because 
they  always  chose  three  different  colors. 
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Mary  Geddes  received  36  points,  5  firsts,  and  3  seconds — a  first 
year’s  plant. 

Apache — 33  points,  3  firsts  and  5  seconds.  This  was  well  estab¬ 
lished  and  it  was  the  mass  effect  that  attracted  attention,  not  the 
beauty  or  value  of  individual  bloom. 

Noweta — 25,  2  firsts,  4  seconds  (first  year). 

Sensation — 24,  3  firsts,  2  seconds  (old). 

Dauntless — 20,  2  firsts,  2  seconds  (old). 

Bruno — 19,  3  firsts. 

Shining  Waters — 18,  2  firsts,  4  seconds  (new). 

Claude  Aureau — 18,  3  firsts,  1  second  (new). 

My  own  seedling — 18,  3  firsts,  1  second  (old). 

Others  receiving  points  were :  Rayo  de  Sol,  Pink  Opal  (more 
than  Pink  Satin),  Purissima,  Rasakura,  Oregon  Giant,  Souv.  de 
Loetitia  Michaud,  Pink  Satin,  Thais,  Oregon  Beauty,  Hyacinthus, 
Frieda  Mohr,  Desert  Gold,  Wambliska. 

You  see  there  was  a  wide  variation  of  choice. 

I  found  this  made  people  better  acquainted  with  the  different 
varieties  of  iris  than  any  flower  show  has  ever  done,  and  I  would 
suggest  garden  clubs  make  an  effort  to  acquaint  people  with  iris, 
by  garden  tours,  with  some  such  competition. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Kraus. 

Soil  Notes,  Indiana 

A  couple  of  years  ago  our  good  secretary  asked  some  one  to 
plant  half  a  dozen  of  the  same  sort  of  iris  in  acid,  neutral  and 
alkaline  soils  and  report  results. 

I  took  a  long  row  of  Gaudichau,  just  planted  and  acidified  one 
third  with  leather  dust  with  just  a  little  ammonium  sulphate  to 
rot  the  leather  and  aluminum  sulphate,  left  one  third  as  is  and 
put  hydrated  lime  on  the  rest.  This  spring  the  acid  end  tested 
pH  6,  the  center  pH  7.2  and  the  limey  end,  pH  7.8. 

Conditions  during  this  test  were  very  poor  as  there  were  three 
inches  of  ice  over  the  row  for  five  weeks  the  first  winter  (35-36) 
and  last  winter  everything  heaved  out.  (Three  year  peony  clumps 
heaved  and  broke  the  crown  from  the  roots.)  Even  so  the  re¬ 
sults  convinced  me  that  iris  as  represented  by  Gaudichau  are  bet¬ 
ter  in  neutral  soil  than  in  alkaline,  and  in  this  case  best  in 
acid  soil. 

A.  W.  Mackenzie,  Indianapolis. 
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From  Indiana 

I  believe  that  every  member  of  the  A.  I.  S.  will  be  glad  to 
know  of  my  experience  with  iris  fans,  where  only  one  fan  is 
owned  and  that  fan  blooms.  I  had  several  cases  of  this  kind.  I 
left  the  bloom  stalk  stand  and  banked  soil  about  the  base  to  a 
depth  of  about  three  inches.  I  did  not  disturb  this  for  six  weeks. 
Then,  in  every  instance,  I  found  I  had  one  or  more  eyes  grow¬ 
ing  out. 

I  think  it  is  fine  for  each  member  to  pass  on  all  the  results  of 
their  experiments,  don’t  you? 

Mrs.  Norman  S.  Horton,  Elkhart. 

New  Officers ,  Detroit 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Detroit  Iris  Society,  January  13, 
1938,  the  following  officers  were  elected : 

Pres. — Mrs.  C.  W.  Naas. 

Vice  Pres. — Miss  Addie  Sly. 

Secretary — Mrs.  H.  Hoyt  Nissley. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Geo.  I.  Bouton. 

Custodian — Mrs.  Frederick  Hu et well. 

Spring  Fiesta,  Louisiana 

From  Warren  Miller,  Director,  (614- A  Maritime  Building,  New 
Orleans)  comes  word  that  this  year  the  Spring  Fiesta  will  be  held 
March  17  to  23,  a  season  when  the  gardens  of  the  region  are  at 
their  best.  Pilgrimages  will  be  held,  parades  given,  gardens 
opened,  flower  show  set  up,  with  all  possible  attending  diversions 
for  the  visitor.  Members  of  the  A.I.S.  are  invited  and  nothing 
will  be  said  if  they  sneak  off  from  some  of  the  scheduled  events 
and  look  at  the  iris  species  and  hybrids  that  have  been  reported 
from  the  area.  If  you  want  further  dates  and  data,  please  write 
to  Mr.  Miller. 

From  New  York 

Fall  blooming  irises  are  attracting  increasing  attention  each 
year.  In  my  garden  in  New  York  City  there  are  growing  per¬ 
haps  20  varieties.  While  they  are  said  to  blossom  with  consistency 
each  fall  in  southern  states,  there  is  considerable  difference  in  the 
flowering  qualities  in  this  latitude. 

The  following  irises  have  been  in  blossom  during  the  fall  of 
1937 :  Autumn  King,  Autumn  Queen,  Jean  Siret,  White  Autumn 
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King,  Lieutenant  de  Chavagnac,  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Ultra,  King 
Junior. 

Of  these,  Autumn  Queen,  Lieutenant  de  Chavagnac,  and  Jean 

Siret,  after  blossoming  in  May,  blossomed  again  in  August  and 

blossomed  intermittently  until  the  ground  froze.  Of  the  others, 

so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  White  Autumn  King,  which  was 

only  introduced  recently,  is  the  variety  blooming  most  freely. 

Next  to  it  come  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  Ultra.  On  December  5th, 

after  the  ground  had  been  frozen  and  after  a  thaw,  there  was 

a  stalk  of  Ultra  in  blossom.  TT  TT  T 

Virgil  V.  Johnson. 

From  Michigan 

“But  right  at  the  height  of  the  iris  season  came  a  couple  days 
of  hot,  strong  wind  which  tipped  over  most  of  the  large-flowered 
varieties  and  tore  blooms  to  tatters.  Our  planting  is  not  very 
well  protected  from  wind,  so  it  felt  the  full  force  of  the  gale. 
After  these  windy  days  I  made  a  list  of  varieties  which  were  still 
standing — those  of  which  we  had  sufficient  stock  to  judge — and 
perhaps  this  list  may  be  of  use  to  someone  wishing  to  make  an 
iris  planting  in  an  exposed  position.  It  included :  Pallida  Dal- 
matica,  Taj  Mahal,  Gertrude,  Yiolacea  Grandiflora,  Shekinah, 
Pluie  d’Or,  Loreley,  Labor,  Susan  Bliss,  Dream,  Day  Dream,  Blue 
Banner,  Wedgewood,  Thais,  Magenta,  Theodolinda  and  Los  An¬ 
geles.  The  last  named  had  a  lovely  tall  stalk  with  two  large 
blooms  which  stood  up  through  all  that  wind  and  did  not  even 
bend  noticeably.  The  large  amount  of  rain  we  had  this  spring 
had  caused  the  stems  to  be  weak,  so  that  varieties  broke  off  which 
would  not  ordinarily  have  done  so.” 


Mrs.  L.  D.  Englerth, 

Grand  Rapids. 


From  Indiana 


I  second  the  motion  of  Brother  Douglas  (Bulletin  65)  that  we 
should  “cut  out  a  lot  of  the  Hooey”  about  new  iris  in  cata¬ 
logues  and  in  the  Bulletins. 

Excerpt  from  a  current  catalogue,  “So  floriferous  that  there 
may  be  a  dozen  flower  stalks  in  a  clump.”  Just  how  big  is  a 
clump  ? 

Another  blooming  season  is  passed  and  I  still  cannot  see 
Rameses.  A  good  grower,  bloomer  and  of  good  form,  it  is  a 
muddy  color  and  whoever  called  it  pink  and  yellow  was  surely 
an  optimist. 


[81] 


Colie  Oppio,  Rome 

The  bed  containing  the  new  Irises  not  in  commerce  when  entered , 
competing  for  the  Roman  Gold  Medal.  37  foreign,  6  Italian 

Entries. 
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Colie  Oppio,  Borne 

“The  General  Collection”  of  fine  modern  Irises  to  which  most 
generous  gifts  were  made  by  several  of  your  American  members . 
In  the  background  is  part  of  the  ruins  of  the  Golden  House  of  Nero. 
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Colie  Oppio,  looking  toward  the  Coliseum. 

When  does  heavy  bronze  veining  become  “a  slight  flush  of 
bronze?”  See  catalogue  descriptions  of  Alta  California  which 
also  wears  “spots.” 

Iconoclast. 

From  Borne 

You  will  recall  the  notice  that  has  appeared  in  the  Bulletin 
regarding  the  Competition  for  the  Roman  Gold  Medal.  In  a  re¬ 
cent  letter,  Countess  Senni  sent  the  photographs  from  which  our 
three  illustrations  were  made.  You  will  see  them  on  pages  82, 
83  and  84. 

The  picture  reproduced  above  carried  the  following  note, 
“Another  view  of  the  ‘Gift  Irises.’  ”  Some  old  varieties  were 
added  to  give  greater  variety  in  colour,  but  the  greater  part  are 
new  and  very  fine  modern  varieties.  The  bit  of  green  lawn  at  their 
back  showed  them  off  well  in  the  brilliant  light. 

From  Washington ,  D.  C. 

This  is  really  not  a  proper  note  at  all,  it  is  a  sort  of  joker  put  in 
to  see  how  many  will  read  it.  When  the  time  comes  for  making  up 


[84] 


the  dummy  of  the  Bulletin,  the  editor  starts  pasting  in  his  copy 
from  the  front  of  the  Bulletin  and  works  along  until  he  can  dis¬ 
cover  about  how  many  pages  it  will  take,  then  he  has  to  begin  at 
the  back  and  work  forward  to  see  what  luck  there  may  be  in  coming- 
out  even.  Usually  there  is  no  luck  and  this  time  he  discovers  him¬ 
self  with  a  part  of  a  page,  room  for  about  26  lines  of  material,  and 
never  a  bit  in  the  folder  that  would  fill  it  neatly.  So,  being  in  a 
cantankerous  frame  of  mind,  he  said  to  himself,  not  too  quietly, 
we’ll  just  stick  in  a  little  piece  of  “sass”  and  see  how  many  letters, 
reproving  and  otherwise  will  flock  in  to  say  he  was  found  out.  It’s 
a  mean  trick  of  course  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  any  proper  editor, 
at  the  moment,  the  editor  is  neither  very  dignified  nor  anything  else 
and  there  is  no  one  near  enough  to  bear  the  brunt  of  an  SOS,  so  you 
get  this  piece  of  foolishness  instead. 

The  editor  hopes  you’ve  read  this  far  and  will  begin  checking  up 
on  his  arithmetic.  He  hopes  you  will  count  the  words  in  a  few  lines 
and  find  out  that  they  average  ten  and  that  multiplied  by  26  will 
bring  a  total  that  will  equal  just  about  what  you  can  get  on  one 
typed  page  if  you  really  try.  Think  what  an  easy  task  it  is  to  fill 
one  typed  page.  Think  how  many  people  earn  their  livings  filling- 
typed  pages  and  how  often  you  have  read  their  tripe  and  said, 
“words,  nothing  but  words  and  at  so  much  per  without  a  doubt.” 
Think  of  this  and  “take  your  pen  in  hand”  (or  better  still,  your 
typewriter)  and  let  her  fly.  You  know  perfectly  well  that  you  can 
if  you  will.  If  you  don’t  believe  it,  let  me  say  that  it  has  taken  just 
eleven  minutes  to  bat  out  these  26  lines  and  don’t  fool  yourself  into 
thinking  that  they  are  “just  words”  either.  B  Y  M 

From  New  Jersey 

This  morning  a  lot  of  us  received  a  letter  from  our  Secretary 
which  said,  among  other  things,  that  the  membership  of  The 
American  Iris  Society  is  now  a  little  less  than  in  1935. 

How  come? 

Surely  the  interest  in  irises  is  not  flagging!  And  money  is  not 
any  tighter  than  it  has  been  for  five  or  six  years  past.  The 
Bulletins  are  full  of  interest  and  our  officers  full  of  zeal — and 
more  than  that  to-day. 

Irises  are  a  year-round  interest.  When  not  busy  planting  or 
transplanting,  enjoying  the  bloom,  or  wondering  why  some  tem¬ 
peramental  variety  doesn’t  bloom,  we  can  look  out  of  the  window 


on  a  chilly  fall  day  and  see  some  darn  fool  dwarf  that  has  its 
dates  mixed,  and  blooming  gaily,  though  November  winds  have 
driven  us  in  from  our  gardening  activities. 

And  then  there’s  the  Bulletin.  Current  numbers  and  back 
numbers  to  read  and  study,  and  a  list  of  crosses  to  think  about— 
for  when  the  bloom  starts  to  come  on  next  spring  you’ll  not 
have  time  to  figure  out  parentages. 

Do  you  keep  a  record  of  varieties?  It’s  most  fascinating.  For 
then  you  know  when  each  variety  blooms  and  how  much,  and 
how  big — and  you  can,  by  referring  to  this  record,  tell  just  what 
crosses  to  figure  on.  It’s  a  great  way  to  spend  a  long  winter 
evening.  AVhy  not  let  some  of  your  garden-minded  friends  in  on 
this  pleasure? 

See  ’em  and  tell  ’em.  See  Six!  and  if  you  don’t  find  three  of 
them  ready  to  hand  you  the  price  of  a  ticket  to  all  this  “Big 
Show”  it’s  a  strange  lot  of  gardeners  you  have  for  friends. 

Besides  that — the  Secretary  says  that  if  we  get  him  more  mem¬ 
bers  we  can  have  an  extra  Bulletin  occasionally.  And  believe 
me,  boys  and  girls,  that’s  something! 

Bridgeton  G.  L.  Schofield. 

From  California 

In  Professor  Mitchell’s  garden  is  a  very  beautiful  white  with 
considerable  yellow  on  the  haft  and  lower  part  of  the  standards. 
This  is  several  years  old  but  since  there  was  not  much  stock  it  is 
thought  best  to  grow  it  for  another  year  for  further  observation. 

Prof.  Mitchell  also  has  a  two  year  old  seedling  of  medium  height 
of  a  lovely  warm  peach  red.  This  will  probably  be  offered  next 
year. 

I  did  not  get  over  to  the  Essig  garden  when  the  iris  were  at 
their  best,  however  I  did  see  their  beautiful  large  porcelain  white 
which  bloomed  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

In  the  Salbach  garden  were  four  oustanding  seedlings.  One  a 
tall  large  lavender  pink  called  forth  enthusiastic  praise  from  all 
iris  experts  who  saw  it ;  another  was  a  rich  red-purple,  a  color 
that  could  be  seen  at  a  great  distance.  It  is  an  immense  flower. 
The  third  was  a  rather  low  growing  variety  with  very  distinct 
coppery-brown  color.  The  fourth  has  pink  and  brown  tones  and 
is  especially  lighted  at  the  haft. 

Lena  M.  Lothrop. 
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COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY 

All  of  the  dealers  listed  below  are  members  of  The  American 
Iris  Society.  If  you  are  buying  Iris  for  your  garden,  it  should  be 
your  particular  pleasure  to  make  your  purchases  from  the  dealers 
who  have  worked  with  and  supported  your  society.  Your  officers 
and  directors  invite  your  particular  attention  to  this  list.  They  also 
ask  a  favor.  When  you  order,  tell  the  dealer  you  saw  his  name  in 
the  Bulletin  and  do  him  a  favor  by  not  asking  for  a  catalog 
unless  you  mean  business. 


CARL  STARKER  CARDENS 

ROCK  PLANTS 
and  IRIS 

JENNINGS  LODGE  OREGON 


LEO  J.  ECELBERC 

Grower  IRISES  Breeder 
New  Price  List  Ready  in  May 

142  South  Sixth  Street 
LA  CROSSE  WISCONSIN 


—  Fairmount  Iris  Cardens  — 

Choice  Irises  and  Oriental  Poppies.  New 
Pink  and  Velvety  Rose  Hemerocallis. 

LOWELL  MASSACHUSETTS 

C.  H.  HALL 

Irises  —  New  Varieties 

Descriptive  List  on  Request 
INGOMAR  PENNSYLVANIA 

KENWOOD 
IRIS  CARDENS 

Iris,  Hemerocallis,  Peonies  and 
Poppies 

MRS.  J.  F.  EMIGHOLZ 

R.  R.  10,  Sta.  M.  Cincinnati,  Ohio 


LONCFIELD  IRIS  FARM 

Williamson  8C  Cook  Originations 
Iris ,  Hemerocallis  and  Peonies 
BLUFFTON  INDIANA 

MAPLE  VALLEY 
IRIS  CARDENS 

The  best  of  the  old — 

The  cream  of  the  new 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Whiting 
MAPLETON  IOWA 

MILLIKEN  IRIS  CARDENS 

Featuring  Chosen  Fiesta,  Mt.  Cloud, 
Lady  Paramount,  Brown  Betty,  etc. 

970  New  York  Ave. 
PASADENA  CALIFORNIA 


OVER-TH E-CARDEN  WALL 

Iris  Oriental  Poppies 

Hemerocallis  Peonies 

WEST  HARTFORD  CONN. 

ANSON  W.  PECKHAM 

SELECT  IRISES 
Sky  lands  Farm 

STERLINGTON  NEW  YORK 


QUALITY  CARDENS 

Owned  by  Mrs.  Douglas  Pattison 

Newest,  Rarest  and  Finest  Iris 

FREEPORT  ILLINOIS 

Wassenberg’s  Catalog  Free 

Listing  over  1300  of  the  Best  Irises, 
Peonies,  Poppies  and  Hemerocallis 

CHAS.  F.  WASSENBERG 

VAN  WERT  (Peony  Center  U.  S.) 

RIVERVIEW  CARDENS 

A.  J.  WILKUS  SC  SONS 

Irises  —  Peonies  —  Gladiolus 
Largest  Growers  of  Fine  Irises  in 
the  Mid-West 

ST.  PAUL  MINNESOTA 

EVERYTH  1 NC 
Worthwhile  in  Irises 

ROBERT  WAYMAN 

Bayside,  Long  Island,  New  York 

CARL  SALBACH 

Introducer  of  Mitchell  Iris 

Also  Dahlias,  Gladiolus,  and  Seeds 

657  Woodmont  Avenue 
BERKELEY  CALIF. 

WILD  ROSE  IRIS  CARDEN 

Mrs.  Ella  W.  CaUis 

Specialties: 

Rare  Bearded  and  Beardless  Iris 
Sparta  Road, 

Highway  71  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 

Schreiners’  Iris  Cardens 

A  Selected  Listing  of  Finest 

AMERICAN  AND  EUROPEAN 
VARIETIES 

Box  100,  Riverview  Station 

ST.  PAUL  MINNESOTA 

THE  IRIS  CITY  CARDENS 

Located  in  the  Iris  City  of  the  World 

New  and  Standard  Varieties  — 
Introductions 

THOS.  A.  WILLIAMS 

417  Commerce  St.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Irises  of  Proved  Hardiness 

*  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

IRIS  SPECIALISTS 


For 

Southern  Iris 

from 

The  Finest  Collection  of 
Named  Varieties  in 
Existence 


Address: 

E.  A.  MclLHENNY 

AVERY  ISLAND 
LOUISIANA 

(Also  Specialist  in  Camellias  and 
Azaleas.) 


J.  MARION  SHULL 

Arist,  Plant  Breeder,  Specializing  in 

Iris 

207  Raymond  Street  Chevy  Chase,  Md. 

Productions  include  Coppersmith,  Dune 
Sprite,  Elaine,  Julia  Marlowe,  L’Aiglon, 
Moon  Magic,  Morning  Splendor,  Nocturne, 
Phosphor,  Sequoiah,  Sylvia  Lent,  Tropic 
Seas,  Waterfall. 

Author,  Rainbow  Fragments,  A  Garden 
Book  of  the  Iris.”  Price  $2.00 


Fisher  Flowers 


GERMANTOWN,  TENNESSEE 

HYBRID  DAY  LILIES 


Anna  Betscher  . 

-75 

Bagdad  . . 

.  2.00 

E.  A.  Bowles 

......  2.75 

Dawn  . 

. 50 

Gypsy  . •  •  • 

Impera+or  . 

......  .75 

J.  A.  Crawford . 

.  .75 

J.  R.  Mann ......... 

. 50 

Margaret  Perry  . 

Mikado  . . 

....  LOO 

Ophir  .  .  . . 

......  .75 

CLASSY 

MltfPYflAYS^8  LABELS 

Height 
15  in. 

Embossed  aluminum  and  galvanized 
steel — lettered  to  order.  $12.00  a  100, 
$100.00  a  1,000.  prepaid  East  of  the 
Mississippi.  Literature  free. 

APPALACHIAN  GARDENS 

GLADE  SPRING,  VIRGINIA 


THE  AMERICAN  ROSE  SOCIETY 

INVITES 

MEMBERS  of  the  American  Iris  Society  who  also  enjoy  roses  to 
unite  with  it  in  improving  and  furthering  the  enjoyment  of 
roses  throughout  the  world. 

The  American  Rose  Annual,  sent  to  each  member  every  year, 
describes  all  the  new  roses  and  is  packed  with  information  and  in¬ 
spiration  for  rose  growers. 

The  American  Rose  Quarterly  deals  with  current  exhibitions,  meet¬ 
ings,  rose  pilgrimages,  roster  of  members,  etc. 

"What  Every  Rose  Grower  Should  Know,”  the  Society’s  book 
of  instructions  for  rose-growing,  is  sent  to  each  member. 

The  Committee  of  Consulting  Rosarians  will  give  free  advice  on 
all  rose  subjects. 

Dues  $3.50  per  Year;  Three  Years  for  $10.00 
Address 

SECRETARY,  AMERICAN  ROSE  SOCIETY 
Harrisburg,  Penna. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

UNTIL  the  preset  issue  of  the  New  Peony  Manual  is  exhausted 
the  Directors  of  the  American  Peony  Society  have  reduced  the 
price  to  $3.15,  delivered.  This  is  a  reduction  of  50%  from  former 
price  and  was  prompted  to  meet  present  conditions  and  make  it  possible 
for  every  garden  lover  to  obtain  a  copy,  which  at  present  price  is 
below  cost  of  production. 

Th  is  manual  is  the  greatest  book  of  its  kind  and  will  prove 
of  great  value  to  any  peony  admirer.  Membership  in  the 
American  Peony  Society,  four  splendid  bulletins,  together  with 
the  peony  manual  for  $6.00. 

Act  quick  if  you  desire  a  manual  as  at  this  low  price  we 
expect  to  soon  dispose  of  the  balance  of  books  on  hand.  Address 
all  communications  and  remittances  to: 

W.  F.  Christman,  Secretary , 

American  Peony  Society, 

Northbrook,  Ill. 


THE  AMERICAN 
HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

The  1935,  1936  and  1937  Daffodil  Yearbooks  went  to  many 
members  o£  The  American  Iris  Society  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
1938  issue  will  go  to  even  more,  since  narcissus  make  a  wonderful 
picture  before  the  iris  fill  the  garden.  If  you  have  not  discovered 
this,  try  them.  The  1938  Yearbook  is  of  great  value  and  sells  for 
the  ridiculously  low  price  of  fifty  cents.  Some  copies  of  the  1936 
issue  are  still  available.  Give  yourself  a  treat  and  order  both.  Send 
your  remittance  to  the  Secretary,  American  Horticultural  Society, 
821  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1938  READY  IN  APRIL 


THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

It  has  been  called  to  our  attention  that  there  is  a  chance 
that  someone  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  A.  I.  S.  may  read 
your  copy  of  the  Bulletin  and  wonder  how  he  too  may  be¬ 
come  a  subscriber.  If  you  happen  to  be  such  a  reader,  let  us 
assure  you  that  the  Society  welcomes  to  membership  all  per¬ 
sons  who  feel  that  special  knowledge  of  iris  would  be  wel¬ 
come  in  their  gardening. 

Membership  is  by  the  CALENDAR  year.  Annual  Mem¬ 
bership  is  three  dollars;  Triennial  Membership  is  eight  dollars 
and  fifty  cents;  Life  Membership  is  fifty  dollars. 

Make  your  check  or  money  order  payable  to  the  American 
Iris  Society  and  send  to  Mr.  B.  Y.  Morrison,  Secretary,  821 
Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Please  follow  the  instruction.  It  will  help  us  all  in  the 
record  keeping. 


